Let’s Make a Deal
1. Introduction

2. Text: 1 Peter 1:13-17.
3. Show on television many years ago called “Let’s Make a Deal.”

3.1. Recap what the show was about

3.1.1. Funny costumes, Loud and boisterous, Decisions based on chance, greed and material gain

4. Same with life – We are always trying to make a deal

4.1. Store when we go shopping
4.2. Buying a house

4.3. Buying a car (the hours spent haggling)

4.4. Jobs (salary, benefits, etc – especially athletes)

4.5. We want the most return, while giving up the least

5. People do the same thing in their religious life
5.1. We try to make a deal with God to determine the most we can acquire from him in exchange for something.

5.1.1. In times of need we will promise more faithfulness if he will but grant our wish.

5.1.2. We might want more money so we pray to God and throw in the condition if he grants our prayer we will give more to the church.

5.1.3. We want a home in heaven but only offer up what we want, when we want instead of complete obedience and submission.

5.2. When I was a drunk that was my life.  Continually making deals with God, sure of the fact I was making a deal with him.

5.3. This is nothing new in the religious world.

5.3.1. The Jews cried out for deliverance from Egypt and promised to worship Jehovah.  Once delivered, they continually tried to make a deal to have their own way but also stay under the umbrella of God’s care.
5.3.2. Continuous pattern for them
6. This attitude of deal making is consistent with a lack of respect for God, his position and his authority 

7. Few of us think of ourselves as being outright irreverent — but true reverence includes respect, and there are often ways in which our respect for God leaves something to be desired.

7.1. Rather than taking God with the utmost seriousness, the temptation is to trifle with Him and His will we wish to serve God on our terms.

7.2. Is our commitment anything like the person who described himself as “deeply superficial”?

8. The word “halfhearted” often describes our attitude. 
8.1. Rev. 3:15-16 – I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So because thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spew thee out of my mouth .

9. We sometimes fail to act in such a way as to instill deep respect for God in the minds of others
9.1. Numbers 20:12 - Then  the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, ‘Because you did not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them’
10. But we ought, instead, to have a deep-seated respect for God.

10.1. Pleasing God ought to be the most serious concern of our entire life.

11. There are some things we cannot do and have the right respect for God.

Sermon

1. We cannot be indifferent to God
1.1. In a “secular” society most people will feel that religion simply does not matter — the average person will not take God into account as an active, practical concern.

1.1.1. Even as Christians, we sometimes catch ourselves acting as if other things were relatively more important to us than God.

1.1.2. We seem to believe that God can safely be relegated to the outside edge of our concern.

1.2. What do the scriptures say?
1.2.1. Matt 6:24 – No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
1.2.2. Rev. 3:15-16 – I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.  So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.
2. We cannot accommodate God to ourselves
2.1. We may try to adjust or fit God to ourselves — to “domesticate” God, or “cut Him down to size.”

2.2. If we find God and His will intrusive on our “lifestyle” or an embarrassment before our friends, we may try to moderate them and make them convenient, respectable. 
2.2.1. Mark 8:34-38 – Read 
2.2.1.1. Renounce ourselves, abstains from everything that stands in the way of our duty to God
2.3. But instead, we ought to let God be God, and let ourselves be His submissive creatures.
2.4. In Romans, Paul condemns the Gentiles for they once knew God but didn’t like to retain him in their knowledge.  They were without excuse.
2.4.1. Romans 1:21 – Because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
2.4.1.1. To glorify him as God is to regard with proper reverence his perfections and laws, to venerate his name, his power, his holiness, and his presence by words and acts and to worship him as our maker and creator.
2.4.2. Rom. 1:25 – Who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.
2.4.2.1. They gave up the truth of God and followed the deceptive reasonings of their own hearts.
2.5. If any accommodation needs to be made, let it be our accommodation to God!

3. We cannot confine God to one compartment of life
3.1. By its very nature, the commitment we make to God is all-encompassing.
3.1.1. Example of Christ
3.2. We cannot know what the full ramifications of our faith will turn out to be or how much sacrifice the Lord’s service will end up requiring.

3.3. We sign a blank contract with God when we obey the gospel.

3.4. When we begin to see what full obedience is going to mean, we may try to confine God to one compartment of life (the “religious”) and keep the others to ourselves (the “secular”).

3.5. But we cannot put the living God in any box of our own making.

3.5.1. 2 Cor. 8:5 – And this they did, not as we had hoped, but first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God
3.5.1.1. In describing the Macedonians giving, Paul says they went beyond that which was hoped for.

3.5.1.2. This is the way we must live our life, going beyond not looking to just get by.
3.5.1.3. Encompassing God in our whole life
3.5.2. Col. 3:17 – And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him
3.6. There is no area of life where God’s will is irrelevant.

4. We cannot mock God
4.1. Children — if they know “Now don’t do that” is an empty threat — will often do as they please with a contemptuous mockery toward their parents.

4.2. We can ill afford to take this disrespectful approach with God
4.2.1. Galatians 6:7, 8 - Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches.  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap
4.3. We may actually treat God with less respect than we would another human being - Mal. 1:6-8. Cf. Isa. 1:10-15.

4.4. But God will not be insulted or trifled with
4.4.1. Proverbs 28:9 – One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be an abomination 

Conclusion

1. In Luke 9:57-62, Jesus sifted those who only wanted a superficial attachment to Him from those who wanted a serious involvement.

2. To be near God with our words, but far from Him in our hearts is to be in a dire condition
2.1. Matt. 15:8 – These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me
3. It takes an utterly serious, diligent approach to the matter to go to heaven.

3.1. “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

4. Living a life for God on his terms does away with the perceived need to make a deal.

4.1. 1 Pet. 1:13 – Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

5. When looking at making a “deal” in regards to religious matters, we need to understand:

5.1. The deal has been made

5.2. The price has been paid

5.3. The deal is open to all, but only on God’s terms.

6. May we:

6.1. Think about God more seriously.

6.2. Obey His commands more completely.

6.3. Be more totally involved in His work.

6.4. Give ourselves more sacrificially to Him.

7. May we respect God!

