How Understanding God’s Faithfulness helps us

1. Introduction

2. 1 Cor. 1:9 - God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
3. We have been called into the fellowship of Jesus Christ by a God who is “faithful.”

3.1. Just as one of the most discouraging things in life is betrayal, one of the most encouraging things is the faithfulness of those we depend on.
3.2. God is faithful

3.2.1. Never indecisive

3.2.2. Cannot lie

3.2.3. Keeps his promises

3.2.4. Fulfills his purpose

3.2.5. Is a righteous judge

3.2.6. Will never forsake us

3.3. Roman 8:31 - If God be for us, who can be against us?
4. How does knowing that God is faithful help us day to day as we walk for him
Sermon

1. It protects us from worry
1.1. At the very least, understanding God’s faithfulness lifts the burden of anxiety about temporal needs
1.1.1. Mt. 6:25 - Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?
1.1.1.1. We must focus on our service to God, not be overcome in anxiousness about the temporal things of life.

1.1.1.2. Christ is warning us about being anxious about things which will perish

1.1.1.3. There is a difference between being provided with what we need and what we want!
1.2. Our freedom from worry about food, clothing, and shelter is the result of knowing that God will never “forsake” us
1.2.1. Heb. 13:5, 6 - Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you.  So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?
1.2.2. Be content…we live in a world of want, want , want
2. It guards us against sin
2.1. The true God is not one who “bluffs” about punishing sin — His promise to punish sin is as certain as any other eternally dependable thing about Him.

2.2. To suppose otherwise is to “mock” God
2.2.1. Gal. 6:7, 8 - Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.  For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

2.3. Knowing the unchangeable faithfulness of God in punishing sin ought to make us stay away from it.

3. It carries us through temptation
3.1. When we are determined to resist temptation, understanding God’s eternal faithfulness helps us to be strong
3.2. God will be dependable in establishing and guarding us
3.2.1. 2 Thes. 3:3 - But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one.
3.2.1.1. How does Satan harm us?  Through sin

3.2.2. 1 Cor. 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it
3.3. Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego – Daniel 3
3.3.1. Refused to fall down and worship the golden idol that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up

3.3.1.1. Daniel 3:14-18 - READ
4. It strengthens us for suffering
4.1. Whatever wrongs he may have to suffer, the Christian’s faith is in a God who will ultimately vindicate the cause of right
4.1.1. Psa. 56:8-11 - You number my wanderings; Put my tears into Your bottle; Are they not in Your book?  When I cry out to You, Then my enemies will turn back; This I know, because God is for me.  In God (I will praise His word), In the LORD (I will praise His word), In God I have put my trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?
4.1.2. Stephen – Acts 7 (Brought be fore the Sanhedrin council for “blasphemy against Moses and God”
4.1.2.1. Stephen given the opportunity to defend himself begins by talking about the nation of Israel and its long history of rebelling against whenever it was convenient.

4.1.2.2. Starts with Abraham, Joseph, Moses 

4.1.2.3. Read verses 37-39, 48-60
4.1.2.3.1. Rejected Joseph, Moses and now Christ
4.2. Peter wrote in 2 Peter 1-2 that a knowledge of Christ is the foundation of the precious faith which is our encouragement in time of trouble

4.3. The message of the Book of Revelation is a message of hope and courage based on the faithfulness of God to what is right
4.3.1. Rev. 6:9-11 - When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held.  And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"  Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.
4.3.2. Christ has already won the victory and we will be gathered home at his second coming.
4.4. We can endure anything if we know God will faithfully “keep” what we have “committed” to Him
4.4.1. 2 Tim. 1:12 - For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day
4.4.1.1. Paul had committed his life, his soul, his eternal well-being to God.  He knew God would reward those in that day
4.4.2. 1 Pt. 4:19 - Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator
4.4.3. 1 Pt. 2:23 - who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously.
5. It assures us of salvation
5.1. Confidence that we will indeed be saved rests not on our own strength or righteousness, but on God’s eternal power, grace, and faithfulness — ultimately, it is our knowledge of His character that gives us assurance of our salvation 
5.1.1. 1 Pet. 1:3-4 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.
5.2. God is able to finish what He has begun in our lives
5.2.1. Phil. 1:6 - being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.

6. It encourages us to be faithful to God
6.1. God’s faithfulness can be a powerful stimulus to our faithfulness — the fact that we can count on Him should cause us to act such that He can count on us!
6.1.1. Heb. 10:23 - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

6.2. It needs to be true that God “trusts” us, has “confidence” in us — that God has faith in our faith! 
6.3. “Faith” means faith in God’s faithfulness, allegiance to a God who will never betray us
6.3.1. Heb. 11:6 - But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

6.4. Faith in the eternally faithful God imparts a wonderful stability to all of life.

6.5. God is not going to change — neither should we

Conclusion

1. God is “the Rock...a God of truth” (Deut. 32:4).

2. Short of our change of mind, there is nothing powerful enough to separate us from the love of the eternally faithful God
2.1. Rom. 8:35-39 - Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter."  Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
3. What separates you from God this morning?  Can he count on you being faithful?
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