Book of James – Chapter 4
Chapter 4:1-12
1. After discussing in James 3, heavenly wisdom, contrasting it with earthly wisdom, and closing with the marvelous picture of peace as the "fruit of righteousness," James then turned back to the reality of the situation that occurs when one follows worldly wisdom..

2. 1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members?
2.1. The lives of the Christians to whom he was writing (at least some of them) were not characterized by peace or Heavenly wisdom, but apparently were instead more like those described in James 3:14.  Here we see "the effect of faith on character," or at least the effect our faith ought to have.
2.2. It appears that the situation under consideration is strife, dissension and warfare within the church, and in and between individuals.  The words wars and fight or fightings is to be interpreted figuratively.

2.2.1. I eliminate that literal interpretation for these reasons, namely: first, the language and context of the book of James does not demand this assumption; second, in later Greek `fightings' was used of philosophical contests and in disputes about words.

2.2.2. “Wars” comes form the Greek polemos and means a war, a fight, a battle, a dispute, strife, quarrel
2.3. “Whence” comes from the Greek pothen and means “from what source”

2.4. “Pleasure” comes from the Greek hedone (hay-don-ay' ) which means desire or lust
2.5. James really has gone to the root of the problem in establishing that troubles in the church, yea problems among men in general, can be traced to the fleshly desires of man
3. 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.
3.1. “Lust” comes from the Greek Epithumeo (ep-ee-thoo-meh'-o) and, as an active indicative, denotes the deep intensity of the passion one has for the things he does not possess.
3.2. James is writing of unfulfilled desire and the result of such.  
3.2.1. Everyone knows the feeling of having a strong desire for something and then not getting it. 
3.2.2. If the desire is evil and involves lust, jealousy, and covetousness, then the result will be just as James has written.
3.3. “Ye kill” literally means “you engage in killing”

3.3.1. James appears to mean here is that the motive which urged them on was murderous in its nature, and the disposition which leads men to murder.

3.3.2. Killing was a constant practice of these people but yet it did NOT secure for them what they so passionately wanted.

3.4. "Ye fight and war." "Fight" here is used of those who engage in a war of words.  "War" is a form of the first use of this word in James 4:1.  This is the result of unsatisfied lust and desire; the certain consequences of choosing pleasure to the neglect of God.

3.5. James pointed out that even after all this desire, lust, coveting, jealousy, and such like, they still "have not" because they "ask not."  
3.5.1. "Ask" here refers to prayer, and is in the middle voice which means to ask for oneself.  But they were not asking, so why should they expect anything from the Lord?
3.5.2. There is "no hint here that if they had prayed for the ability to gratify their lustful pleasures God would have given it

3.5.2.1. We must, of course:

3.5.2.1.1. Desire the right things
3.5.2.1.2. We must ask God for the things which he graciously has for us (James 1:5)
3.5.2.1.3. We must have confidence that he will hear and answer our petitions (1 John 4:14-15).  
3.5.2.1.4. God will answer the prayer of the penitent (Luke 18:14), the cry of the righteous (Ps. 34:15), and those who keep on asking for their needs (Matt. 7:7).

3.5.2.1.5. They would not pray for legitimate needs; therefore, God would not given them such; and they could not obtain them in other ways.
4. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.
4.1. Men can be lustful, covetous, murderers (at heart),and, at the same time, be given to prayer.

4.2. James knew that some of his readers would object that they had prayed and still did not receive.  He countered that in this verse.  "Ask" here means to request or beg, from one inferior to one superior (Matt. 7:9; Acts 12:20; 1 John 3:22).  
4.3. Even though some did ask, their prayers went unanswered.  James charged that they asked amiss, which means evilly, wickedly, or corruptly.  
4.3.1. Literally the word means "in an evil manner, that is, with wrong or wicked motives

4.4. To ask amiss is, therefore, to be influenced by low, mean, selfish considerations.  

4.4.1. The evidence to prove this accusation is that they wanted to "spend it in your pleasures" or" consume it upon your lusts."  The word "consume" is translated "indulge."  The significance of this word is "to consume wastefully, to squander
4.4.2. Where selfishness is involved in petitions to God, they are useless

4.5. The word "lusts" is the same as in James 4:1, and the reference is to sensual gratifications; the word would include all that comes under the name of sensual pleasure, or carnal appetite.
5. 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
5.1. This verse brings together the thoughts expressed in the preceding three verses.  The type of action described in those verses -- fighting, quarrelling, being controlled by fleshly lusts and covetousness -- is now exposed for what it really is: worldliness. 
5.1.1. Here is the great battle for every Christian, and every human being: Who will control me, whom will I serve?
5.2. Adulterers and adulteresses are unfaithful to their spouses thus a Christian who is a friend to the world is unfaithful to God.

5.3. “Friendship of the world” means to embrace the order of evil (with all it’s lusts pleasures, etc.) as opposed to the realm of good over which Christ reigns.

5.4. “Is enmity with God” literally means a state of hostility, war, hatred with God.

5.5. Romans 5:8-9
5.6. The word "whosoever" in the next sentence means "anybody, everybody, all of us.
5.7. The words "will be" ("would be," ASV) mean that the person is "resolved" or "determined" or "bent on being" a friend of the world.  It is not "mere will, but will with premeditation.
5.8. The word "enemy" means "an adversary," and is used of
5.8.1. The devil (Matt. 13:39; Luke 10:19)
5.8.2. Of death (1 Cor. 15:26)
5.8.3. Of a professed believer (James 4:4)
5.8.4. Of men who are opposed to Christ (Matt. 13:25,28; 22:44; Mark 12:36; Luke 19:27; Acts 2:35; Phil. 3:18; et al.)

5.8.5. Of the alienated in their attitude toward God (Col. 1:21)
5.8.6. Of believers in their former state (2 Thess. 3:15)
5.8.7. Of foes (Matt. 5:43-44; 10:36; Luke 6:27, 35), and so forth.  
5.8.8. The meaning is: Whosoever, although a Christian, giving himself up to the pursuits of the world, will live in friendship with it, and thus will not be despised but esteemed and loved by it, has directed to it his wish ...  he (thereby) is constituted an enemy of God.

5.9. The specific form of worldliness condemned in this context in James 4 involves our relationship with our brethren in Christ.  Those to whom James wrote were having trouble treating each other the way God commands.  
5.9.1. John wrote, "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren" (1 John 3:16). 
5.9.2. You have to wonder about members of the body of Christ who will claim that they love their brethren, and would lay down their lives for them, but then they "fight and war" (usually over matters of opinion or judgment), exhibit a "murderous disposition" against their brethren, and would not give them the time of day!
5.9.3. How many congregations of the Lord's church have been decimated and split because of worldly ambition, jealousy, and unloving attitudes among the members.
6. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, "The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously"?
6.1. "Do ye think" ("or think ye," ASV) means "does it seem to you ...  are you of the opinion of ... do you suppose."
6.2. The word for "scripture" is used over fifty times in the New Testament, almost always in the quotation of some Old Testament passage (Matt. 21:42; 22:29; 26:54, 56; John 2:22; 5:39; 7:38, 42).
6.2.1. However there is no OT verse which deals specifically with what James is asserting here.

6.2.1.1. One solution is to "interpret James as meaning that, if man can love God and the world together, then what the Scriptures as a whole teach is untrue."
6.2.2. The question being asked by James is, “Do you suppose that the general teaching of the scriptures is without significance in this matter?”

6.3. What is the spirit mentioned?

6.3.1. The translators of the ASV indicate that this is the Holy Spirit that God puts in us but this does not make sense based on:

6.3.1.1. How the original Greek reads

6.3.1.1.1. Or ye are supposing that emptily the writing is saying toward envy is longing the spirit which dwells in us
6.3.1.1.2. No HE as translated in the ASV and NASB
6.3.1.1.3. Spirit (Pneuma; pnyoo'-mah) 
6.3.1.1.3.1. The third person of the triune God, the Holy Spirit, coequal, coeternal with the Father and the Son 
6.3.1.1.3.2. sometimes referred to in a way which emphasizes his personality and character (the Holy Spirit) 
6.3.1.1.3.3. sometimes referred to in a way which emphasizes his work and power (the Spirit of Truth) 
6.3.1.1.3.4. never referred to as a depersonalized force
6.3.1.1.3.5. the spirit, i.e. the vital principal by which the body is animated 
6.3.1.1.3.6. the rational spirit, the power by which the human being feels, thinks, decides the soul
6.3.1.1.3.7. a spirit, i.e. a simple essence, devoid of all or at least all grosser matter, and possessed of the power of knowing, desiring, deciding, and acting 
6.3.1.1.3.8. a life giving spirit 
6.3.1.1.3.9. a human soul that has left the body 
6.3.1.1.3.10. a spirit higher than man but lower than God, i.e. an angel 
6.3.1.1.3.11. used of demons, or evil spirits, who were conceived as inhabiting the bodies of men 
6.3.1.1.3.12. the spiritual nature of Christ, higher than the highest angels and equal to God, the divine nature of Christ
6.3.1.1.3.13. the disposition or influence which fills and governs the soul of any one 
6.3.1.1.3.14. the efficient source of any power, affection, emotion, desire, etc.
6.3.1.1.3.15. a movement of air (a gentle blast) 
6.3.1.1.3.16. of the wind, hence the wind itself 

6.3.1.1.3.17. breath of nostrils or mouth
6.3.1.2. It is my opinion that the phrase "lusteth to envy," when properly understood, will rule out the "Holy Spirit" interpretation.  
6.3.1.2.1. Yes, God is a jealous God (Exo. 20:5), but the word for "envy" here is never applied to God; it is always used in an evil sense.  Some think James said that God is yearning for our spirits as we engage in worldliness; then the yearning or envying would be applied to God. This is rejected on the same basis as before.  The "spirit" in the text is doing the yearning or envying.  So, the message here is, "The spirit which is in you is a covetous and envious one.
6.3.1.2.2. To counteract that fleshly inclination, God gives "greater grace"
7. 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."
7.1. God is love and love is of God (1 John 4:7-8).  He loved man first and He loved man enough to send His only begotten Son to die for man (1 John 4:8-10; John 3:16; Rom. 5:8). 
7.1.1. Thus, God, who loves man so, is supremely just in His dealings with man and is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34-35).  
7.2. Man responds to God's love by accepting or rejecting God's grace and by choosing to submit or not to submit to God's will.  
7.3. God responds to man based upon the needs, attitudes, and actions of man.  
7.4. In His response to man, He consistently rewards each man according to that man's true heart and life.
7.4.1. "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:10)

7.5. The proud, wicked in the sight of the Lord, surrender God's blessings reserved for the faithful.  
7.6. The humble, submissive to His will, rejoice in God's bountiful grace.  Upon them He freely keeps on giving His grace that they may be fortified to resist sin and Satan (Rom. 5:20).
8. 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  
8.1. God resists arrogant men and gives grace to humble men, so one should submit himself to God. 
8.2. That means giving up running one's own life to place oneself under God. 
8.2.1. Wise men will, but conceited men, thinking themselves above others, will not.  
8.2.2. In their foolish pride they do not submit 
8.2.2.1. to the righteousness of God (Rom. 10:3)
8.2.2.2. to one another in the fear of God (Eph. 5:21)
8.2.2.3. unto their own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord (Col. 3:18)
8.2.2.4. to those (elders) that have the rule over the local congregation (Heb. 13:17)
8.2.2.5. to laws of civil government (1 Pet. 2:13)
8.2.2.6. to those older than themselves (1 Pet. 5:5).  
8.2.2.7. God's Word rings out: "... be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble" (1 Pet. 5:5).

8.3. Christians must hate and actively oppose sin. Those who submit to God naturally, as a consequence of their submission, resist Satan.  
8.4. Why?  
8.4.1. He is the enemy of God and His children, the father of lies, a murderer from the beginning, and the adversary of man who "... as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (1 Pet. 5:8). 
8.4.2. Many believe the Devil has such power that men cannot resist him.  The real problem is not that men cannot resist the Devil, but that men do not want to resist him so long as they desire the pleasures of sin which he offers. 
8.4.3. Such offerings are deceitful, for Satan presents sin as beautiful, pleasurable, desirable, and even good for man.  
8.4.3.1. His greatest tool for temptation is the deceitfulness of sin (Heb. 3:13), but we must not be ignorant of his craftiness (2 Cor. 2:11).  
8.4.3.2. Should men look beyond the pleasures of sin for a season (Heb. 11:25), they would see the horrible end of debilitating, destroying, and damning sin.
8.5. No man can serve two masters (Matt. 6:24)
9. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
9.1. Draw nigh to God means get close to God
9.2. Proud self-sufficient men see no need to draw close to God.  To seek closeness with God would be, to them, a sign of weakness, a symbol of dependency, and a indication of flawed manhood.
9.3. Purified through obeying the truth, the Christian so lives that the acts evident outwardly (hands) and the thoughts held inwardly (hearts) are clean and pure.
9.4. To maintain one's pride (to "save face"), some go to great lengths to avoid repentance and a public confession of sin.  
9.4.1. Some seek to draw attention away from their misdeeds by accusing others.  They seem to think muddying the water will justify them.  
9.4.2. Such ones are double-minded; that is, they want to have God and hold to their sin.  
9.4.3. One of the hard facts is that oftentimes those guilty of sin react angrily toward the preacher. They seek to find fault with him when his lesson condemns their pet sin and endeavor to destroy his influence
10. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.
10.1. James is encouraging those to whom he is writing to become aware of the heavy burden of sin which they are carrying.
10.2. People who are aware of their rebellion of God will experience and exhibit grief for their sins.

10.3. We must NOT brush off a sinful life as if it is no big deal.  It will keep you away from God ETERNALLY!
11. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.
11.1. Humility is the voluntary acceptance of a place of lowliness in order to be pleasing to God.

11.1.1. The prodigal, one such as this must first come to himself and then seek his Father, saying: "I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants" (Luke 15:18-19).  
11.1.1.1. The one genuinely penitent has no room for pride in his heart.
11.2. Christ came to serve.  Haughty men have no interest in serving; they desire men to serve them.
11.3. God's promise is true.  He will lift up those who humble themselves. He replaces tears with rejoicing, sorrow with gladness, darkness with light, and separation with His loving presence.
11.4. Jesus said, "Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 18:4).
11.5. “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matt.6:33)
12. 11 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.
12.1. Stop speaking evil of each other.
12.1.1. Not just the harsh words but the desire and thoughts concerning them.

12.1.2. Not only is evil speaking condemned but evil listening is condemned

12.1.3. Judging – this means to form unfavorable opinions regarding one without being able to or willing to know the real character of the act or the motives which led to it’s commission

12.1.3.1. It means to attribute unworthy motives to others as to put the worst possible interpretation on their words or actions
12.2. The fact that we have had our sins washed away does not allow Christians to set themselves up as the "critics" of the brotherhood.  
12.3. Certainly we are to speak out against sin and the sinner (and admittedly there is a fine line between that obligation and the prohibition in James 4:11), but Christians are never to act out of suspicion, hearsay, appearance, or personal vindication.  
12.3.1. Let us remember the loving words of Paul, "Love suffereth long and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself; is not puffed up; doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not provoked, taketh not account of evil" (1 Cor. 13:4-5, ASV).  
12.3.2. Jude wrote similar thoughts when he said, "And of some have compassion, making a difference: and others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh" (Jude 1:22-23)
13. 12 There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another?
13.1. An acknowledgment of God's law is an acknowledgment of God Himself, further adding credence to James' emphatic statement, "There is one lawgiver."
13.1.1. There is one lawgiver and that is Jesus, the only begotten of the Most High God. "And Jesus came and spake unto them saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:18-20).  
13.1.2. Acts 17:31 reaffirms this by saying, "Because he hath appointed a day, in which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained: whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead."  
13.1.3. In Rom. 13:1 Paul wrote: "For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God."  
13.1.4. Jesus in His meekness boldly proclaimed to Pilate, "Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above" (John 19:11).  No man or group of men has the right to challenge God's authority by designing spiritual law.  We simply do not have the authority to add to God's law, take away from it, or substitute our thinking in any way.  
13.1.5. In Jesus' day some were "teaching for doctrines the commandments of men" (Matt. 15:9) and that sinful practice remains among us.  Just as Peter and the other apostles answered, so say we, "We must obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29, ASV)
13.2. Judging which is wrong has nothing to do with saving a brother from his sins, but a brother who can see and help another over the obstacles of a sinful situation must not judge from guessing, but from correct facts.  
13.2.1. Far too often we are tempted to judge a brother from what we "think" he did or thought rather than approaching him with a Christian desire to help.
Book of James

Chapter 4:13-17
14. Verse 1-12 can be broken down into the following categories

14.1. The people to whom James is writing chose the world in preference to God

14.2. They consistently showed their contempt for the law of God

14.3. We now begin to see the arrogant confidence about the future; a future which did not include God or his way
15. 13 Come now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we will go into this city, and spend a year there, and trade, and get gain:
15.1. Come now is designed gain attention or a hearing

15.2. James is telling them something is seriously wrong and they need to take heed of what he about to tell them.

15.3. Their plans were made without regard to God and the realization that all plans are dependent on His will for success.

15.3.1. Their assumption is that the whole matter of life is in their hands; and in their favor!

15.3.1.1. Proverbs 27:1 - Boast not thyself of tomorrow; For thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.
15.4. We are without assurance the we will be living the assurance that we will be living the next minute, much less the next day, the next week or next year.
16.  14 whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. What is your life? For ye are a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.
16.1. James was writing to those who were making plans for “years of tomorrows.”  Consider the contingencies of the future they took for granted:

16.1.1. Whether they would be alive

16.1.2. Whether there would be a tomorrow

16.1.3. Whether they would be able to make a planned trip

16.1.4. Whether circumstances would allow them to enter the city

16.1.5. Would they be able to pursue their business

16.1.6. Would their business prove profitable

16.2. Pretending to know what tomorrow holds is either the sin of "fortune telling" or that of forgetting that God alone "declareth the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet done; saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure" (Isa. 46:10).
16.3. “What is your life” was designed to remind them that they who assume the permanence of life are flawed in their thinking.
17.  15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall both live, and do this or that.
17.1. The child of God must ALWAYS makes plans with God in mind and the understanding that he is in charge.

17.2. Paul shows this attitude multiple times:

17.2.1. Return to Ephesus – “If God will” (Acts 18:21)

17.2.2. To visit Corinth – “If the Lord will” (1 Cor. 4:19)

17.2.3. And to spend time there – “If the Lord permit” (1 Cor. 16:7)

17.3. A faithful disciple of the Lord will always take God into consideration in everything that they do and desire that God’s will always take precedence over our own.

17.3.1. We love God and respect his will thus we always want to be pleasing to him

17.3.2. We desire that God’s will always overrules our own in all aspects of life.
18.  16 But now ye glory in your vauntings: all such glorying is evil.
18.1. Vauntings – from the Greek Kauchaomai (kow-khah'-om-ahee) means to boast and the attitude is one of arrogance and insolence
18.2. This attitude is in direct contrast to the attitude which James urges in verse 15
18.3. The etymology  of the word translated “vauntings” suggests a calculated effort on their part to claim sufficiency without God
18.4. James was not saying all glorying is evil, but all "such" glorying: any boasting that elevates self above God and His will.  Thus, evil glorying would include such things as worldliness, seen as "sophistication" (1 Cor. 5:1-2, 6), and the pride which purposefully omits God (our text).

19.  17 To him therefore that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.
19.1. James is NOT allowing each person to define sin for himself.  Such is the mistake made by religionists because of the words "to him it is sin."  
19.1.1. James was not suggesting that sin is a matter of subjective definition.  Sin, within this context, has been clearly defined.  It is the hypocritical attempt to live as though God is not involved, which also transgresses what God has decreed (1 John 3:4).
19.2. It appears that James is driving home the point that those who were arrogant and insolent in their expressions of self sufficiency and who refused to acknowledge God’s providence in their affairs were those who were in best position to know what was right and were compounding their guilt by refusing to do what was good and right.

19.3. We have this problem in the church today in that many know what is the right thing to do but is wholly inactive.
20. The right and good thing to do is to:

20.1. Cease being arrogant in our vain-glory of life (James 4:16)
20.2. Remain mindful of God in all our undertakings (James 4:15)
20.3. Recognize the brevity of life (James 4:14)
20.4. In this we will be better equipped to resist pride (James 4:6-10) and follow after true and pure wisdom (James 3:13-17).  Be a practitioner of saving faith (James 2:14) by being a doer of the word of truth (James 1:22), and together we shall stand approved before God (James 1:12; 2 Tim. 2:15) and receive the blessed reward.

21. As we "Practice Pure Christianity" by doing good, we will be like our Lord (Acts 10:38), following in His steps (1 Pet. 2:21), hating the evil and loving the good (Amos 5:15)!  May we all learn not to count on tomorrow, for "man, that is born of a woman, is of few days, and full of trouble” (Job 14:1).

