Book of James – Chapter 3
Chapter 3:1-12
1. The ability to speak is a great talent.  When one receives such a gift, he takes upon himself the responsibility of the use of that gift.  One must and will suffer the consequences of a misuse of the ability to speak. People today must come to realize the power contained in the tongue and channel it to the saving of mankind rather than using it to destroy, defame, and demean.

1.1. Some have estimated that the average person speaks some 4,800 words per day.  The prayer of each speaker should be that of David: "Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Jehovah, my rock, and my redeemer" (Ps. 19:141).  Each of the estimated 4,800 words spoken by man each day is powerful and must be handled carefully.  

1.2. Solomon reminded us that "death and life are in the power of the tongue" (Prov. 18:21).

1.3. James wrote more about the proper and improper use of the tongue than any other inspired writer except Solomon.  In James 3 he focuses his words, regarding the tongue.  

2. 1 Be not many [of you] teachers, my brethren, knowing that we shall receive heavier judgment.
2.1. It is a most serious matter for a man to preach the gospel.  Paul said, "For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid upon me; for woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel" (1 Cor. 9:16).  

2.2. A heavy responsibility rests upon any teacher.  Paul wrote to Timothy and said, "Take heed to thyself, and to thy teaching.  Continue in these things; for in doing these thou shalt save both thyself and them that hear thee" (1 Tim. 4:16).
2.3. Not all disciples can be public teachers of the word and not all should try to be.

2.3.1. 1 Cor. 12 talks about all the pieces to the body and how they are all important.

2.4. A teacher must be studious.  Every teacher should "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). 
2.4.1. It appears that some were aspiring to be teachers yet were not putting in the work to know the word, thus they would revert to their “own knowledge.”

2.4.1.1. Matt. 15:9 - And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.'"

2.4.1.2. Mark 12:38 - And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces…
2.4.2. All hearers should imitate the noble Bereans.  "Now these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, examining the scriptures daily, whether these things were so" (Acts 17:11).  

2.4.3. Paul told Timothy to "give heed to reading" (1 Tim. 4:13).  
2.4.4. A teacher must know his Bible.

2.5. Teacher needs to know he will face a heavier (greater) judgment if he fails in carrying out the call to teach THE WORD.
2.5.1. Meizon - of greater degree, even more

2.5.2. Krima - a decree, judgment condemnation of wrong

2.5.3. Too many teachers desire the attention or influence that goes with being a teacher and does not prepare themselves to abide in God’s word.
2.5.4. Paul said, "Woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel" (1 Cor. 9:16).

3. 2 For in many things we all stumble. If any stumbleth not in word, the same is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body also.
3.1. Stumble comes from the Greek word Ptaio (ptah'-yo) which means  to stumble, to err, make a mistake, to sin (continuous action)

3.1.1. We all stumble, especially with our tongue.
3.1.1.1. All need provision for their sin

3.1.1.1.1. 1 John 1:7-9 – cleanseth is also a continuous action.  When we sin, we can be forgiven!

3.1.2. In my opinion, James widens his audience to all of us and warns against the temptations involving the tongue.
3.2. Teachers especially need to be aware of the words they use as they are representing God’s word to those who are listening.

3.3. One who stumbles not in word is a (perfect man) or one who has reached full maturity in spiritual growth.
3.3.1. This does NOT mean this one is above sin, but they have mastered their tongue

3.4. One who can bridle their own tongue has demonstrated the ability to keep their whole body under control because it requires greater effort to keep the tongue under control.

4. 3 Now if we put the horses' bridles into their mouths that they may obey us, we turn about their whole body also 

4.1. If one is able to control his tongue perfectly, he is "able to bridle the whole body also."  James used three illustrations to encourage mastery of the tongue.  It is sad but true that the tongue, though small, is the most difficult member of the body to control.  In the first illustration he wrote of a bridle and horse.  The entire body of the horse is controlled by a small bridle (small as compared to the entire body of the horse).
5. 4 Behold, the ships also, though they are so great and are driven by rough winds, are yet turned about by a very small rudder, whither the impulse of the steersman willeth.
5.1. In his second illustration he referred to ships of the sea.  Even though the ship is subject to the influences of the winds and the sea, yet it is controlled by a very small rudder.

5.2. James then made the application from the illustrations of the bridle and rudder.  The tongue is tiny as compared to the horse and the ship, and yet just as the bridle and rudder are capable of exercising great influence upon the horse and the ship, even so, in spite of the fact that the tongue is so tiny, it nevertheless exerts great influence.  In fact it "boasteth great things."  The tongue can brag, boast, and in other ways do great damage.  The tongue is also capable of doing the greatest amount of good, as well as of evil.
6. 5 So the tongue also is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how much wood is kindled by how small a fire!
6.1. The tongue is a very small part of the body, averaging about 3 inches long, but can cause more damage than any other part of the body.

6.2. A house, factory, or city may be destroyed by a small fire.  Likewise an individual, a city, a state, a nation, and even the world can feel the effect of an evil tongue.  Neither a preacher, teacher, elder, nor any other Christian can fully escape the devastating hurt that comes from the misuse of someone's tongue.  Our words should be .proper, good, wholesome, true, Scriptural words.  

6.3. The tongue is capable of great good or tremendous harm.

6.4. We should speak as the oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11).
7. 6 And the tongue is a fire: the world of iniquity among our members is the tongue, which defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the wheel of nature, and is set on fire by hell.
7.1. The power and evil of the unrestrained tongue is seen in the destruction it causes.  

7.1.1. When James used the picture of a fire to show the devastating effects of the unrestrained tongue, he was using that with which the people of his day, and ours, would be familiar.  

7.1.2. Who of us does not know or has not experienced the horrible results of a fire that has burned out of control?  

7.1.3. So it is when we allow our tongues to go without the proper restraint.

7.2. The tongue is like a fire in the following ways:

7.2.1. The pain it inflicts

7.2.2. The destruction it causes

7.2.3. The effects which follow it

7.3. There are several sins of the tongue mentioned in the Bible, any of which will condemn. Note:

7.3.1. Cursing (Exo. 22:28; James 3:10; 2 Pet. 2:10; Jude 1:8)

7.3.2. Flattery (Ps. 12:3)

7.3.3. Evil speaking (Eph. 4:31; Ps. 34:13; James 4:11; 1 Pet. 2:1)

7.3.4. Lying (Rev. 21:8; Prov. 6:17-19; Eph. 4:25)

7.3.5. Deceitful or perverse (Prov. 4:24)

7.3.6. Talebearing (Prov. 26:20)

7.3.7. Harsh criticism (Matt. 5:22)

7.3.8. Whispering (Rom. 1:29)

7.3.9. Backbiting (Rom. 1:30; Gal. 5:15)

7.3.10. Boasting (Rom. 1:30)

7.3.11. Deceit (Rom. 3:13)

7.3.12. Reviling(1 Cor. 6:10)

7.3.13. Foolish talking (Eph. 5:4)

7.3.14. Jesting(Eph. 5:4)

7.3.15. False teaching (Titus 1:11)

7.3.16. Speaking idle words (Matt. 12:36).

7.3.17. Blasphemy (Col. 3:8)

7.3.18. Filthy speech (Col. 3:8)
8. 7 For every kind of beasts and birds, of creeping things and things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed by mankind.
8.1. Kind from the Greek phusis (foo'-sis) meaning nature.
8.1.1. All of nature has been brought under the control of man
8.1.2. Gen. 1:27-28; Gen. 9:1-2
8.2. The power and evil of the unrestrained tongue is seen as it is compared to the dangerous nature of untamed beasts.

9. 8 But the tongue can no man tame; [it is] a restless evil, [it is] full of deadly poison.
9.1. An evil tongue is so devastating.
9.2. Human nature can easily restrain the animal nature but will never be able to subdue the Satanic nature of the tongue.
9.2.1. This does NOT excuse us for any abuses that come from it’s improper use

9.2.2. It does not mean God has given us an impossible task.

9.3. James is teaching us that we must exercise persistent caution in all matters pertaining to the tongue.

9.4. Full Deadly poison = death bringing poison

10. 9 Therewith bless we the Lord and Father; and therewith curse we men, who are made after the likeness of God:
10.1. James concluded his comparison of the tongue with common things of the world by showing the inconsistency of a tongue that is used to praise on the one hand and curse on the other.  It is easy for all of us to fall into the practice if we are not constantly on guard.  This is one thing that readily points up the power and evil of the unrestrained tongue.
11. 10 out of the same mouth cometh forth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.
11.1. James showed that both praise and cursing should not come out of the same mouth.
11.2. To have a mouth that both blesses and curses is absurd

11.2.1. The mouth was created for holy purposes not sinful ones

11.2.2. It is highly inconsistent for a mouth to utter praise to God and then curse man who is made in God’s image

11.2.3. It is contrary to nature for a mouth to give utterance to sentiments so contradictory

12. 11 Doth the fountain send forth from the same opening sweet [water] and bitter?
12.1. James used the illustration of a fountain to further emphasize his point.  He traced the problem back to the source.  

12.1.1. If there is sweet water and bitter water at the opening, something is wrong at the source.  This is true with the tongue.  

12.1.2. Jesus taught that "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh" (Matt. 12:34).  The heart, then, is the source of the lips.  

12.2. Our speech reveals our character (Luke 6:45).
13. 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, yield olives, or a vine figs? Neither [can] salt water yield sweet.
13.1. James once more used the phrase of affection to underscore the point he was making.  The tongue should be as consistent in its work as nature is in its work.  

13.2. Trees and vines bring forth after their kind (Gen. 1:12). 

13.3. Hearts bring forth after their kind.  

13.3.1. If the heart is sweet, the words will be sweet, and if the heart is bitter, the words will be bitter.  

13.4. The inconsistency of praising and cursing with the tongue should not be in the life of the child of the King.
14. James herein warned us of the power and evil of the unrestrained tongue.  We must listen to this admonition if we desire to please God. Let us remember that "a gentle tongue is a tree of life; But perverseness therein is a breaking of the spirit" (Prov. 15:4).

14.1. May we use our tongues to tell the masses of the saving power of the blood of the Lamb.

14.2. Let us use our tongues to restore brethren who have fallen.
Book of James

Chapter 3:13-18
15. James 3:1 emphasized to teachers the great care and responsibility they have to be true to the Word.

16. James 3:2-12 deals directly with the evils of the tongue and the evil effects associated with it.
17. 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.
17.1. Wise – Greek word sophos (so-fos) meaning skilled, expert

17.1.1. How do we show that we are skilled or an expert?  In words or in actions, deed, works

17.1.2. The word "wise" is from the technical term for "teacher" in Jewish nomenclature.  There may have been those in the church to whom James was writing that claimed to have "understanding," (i.e., to have "professional knowledge").
17.1.3. James was challenging the reader to examine himself (2 Cor. 13:5).  The proof of wisdom and understanding is found not in words, but in one's works of righteousness (i.e., works based upon the proper motivation and authority.)

17.2. Understanding – Greek word epistemon (ep-ee-stay'-mone) meaning intelligent, experienced, one having the knowledge of an expert
17.2.1. True wisdom begins with a proper knowledge of the will of Jehovah (Prov. 1:7-8)
17.2.2. Surrendering to that wisdom by obedience from the heart (Eccl. 12:13).  
17.2.3. The really wise teacher is the one who speaks as the oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11).  
17.2.4. The godly teacher does not seek to exalt himself, but rather to exalt the Father through the Son (Matt. 5:16)
17.3. The question becomes, “Who is really a skilled teacher?”

17.3.1. Wisdom is demonstrated by one's life.  A godly life adorned with good deeds.

17.3.2. Wisdom is demonstrated by one's works.  Knowledge of Jehovah will cause the teacher to do, not only say (James 1:19-22).
17.3.3. Wisdom is demonstrated in meekness.  Meekness is power under control. It is not weakness, no, not at all.  Rather, it is strength under the control of Jehovah.
17.3.3.1. Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, was the meekest man every to walk the earth (Heb. 5:2) and we are told to follow His example (1 Pet. 2:21).
18. 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.
18.1. Bitter jealousy – from the Greek zelon pikron and it is translated from two words of significance

18.1.1. Jealousy is from zelos which is used in both a good sense and bad sense in the New Testament (John 2:17; Acts 5:17).

18.1.1.1. When good, it denotes the desire to emulate another whose attainments are of a righteous order.

18.1.1.2. When bad, the envy and jealousy one experiences in the contemplation of another’s possessions or accomplishments.

18.1.1.3. The two ideas are closely related.  There is one difference and it is described as a disposition of bitterness.

18.1.2. Bitter is from the Greek word pikron in that it leaves the heart with an unpleasant sensation.  The Hebrew writer warns against this in Heb. 12:15.

18.2. 1 Kings 21 presents a classic example of envy, displaying the ends to which it will carry a person.
18.3. The teacher whose "zeal" is misdirected (Rom. 10:2) has a fierce desire to promote his or her own opinion to the exclusion of others.  
18.4. The tongue is indeed an unruly member and it can leave a bitter taste in the accusations and falsehoods it promotes.  
18.5. These individuals will create division out of their desire to promote self (3 John 1:9-10).
19. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.
19.1. Worldly wisdom does not descend from Deity and will not earn Heaven's favor.  
19.2. The inspired writer is speaking of pride in this context.  Pride is a killer!  It is a conceited sense of one's superiority (Prov. 16:18).  
19.3. Worldly wisdom is evil, and the evil in this wisdom pinpoints its source.  It is "earthly," meaning it is opposed to Heavenly wisdom.
19.4. This is the wisdom of which Jude wrote in Jude 1:5-17 concerning the ungodly.
19.5. This wisdom is one that puts a person in service to Satan (Matt. 12:30).
20. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.
20.1. Confusion – from the Greek akatastsia designates a state of disorder, disturbance and mental conflict which leads to confusion and turmoil in the church.

20.2. This type of situation does NOT develop from the exercise of true widom, but results from a wisdom which is earthly, sensual and devilish.

20.3. This situation occurs when a person cares more about self and mine regardless of the price involved

20.4. Those teachers who are led by worldly wisdom trouble the church by demanding that their views and rights be promoted while they exercise a party spirit.  The apostle Paul addressed this problem in the saints at Corinth (1 Cor. 1-3).
20.5. Those that are thus motivated remind us of Romans 16:18 which reads, “For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.”
21. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.
WORLDLY WISDOM                         WISDOM FROM ABOVE 
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5. Earthly                             

5. Full of mercy, good fruits
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7. Without hypocrisy
21.1. Pure
21.1.1. Conveys being Godlike in one's thinking, unmixed with the evil qualities of the world (Rom. 12:1-2).  
21.1.1.1. This would take into account all knowledge from Jehovah and discount knowledge that is contrary to the expressed will of Deity as revealed in the inspired text (Prov. 1:7-8; 2 Tim. 3:14-17).  
21.1.2. Wisdom that is first pure is motivated by God's kind of love ([@agape]).  
21.1.3. Wisdom that is pure is single in its nature as opposed to the double-minded of James 1:8.  
21.1.4. Wisdom that is pure is established and grounded upon God's knowledge as revealed in Scripture. 
21.1.4.1. The church needs more people who are trained in the Bible and are wise according to God's standards than teachers who are wise with the wisdom of the world!  
21.1.4.2. We should not put our trust in the limited knowledge of man (Jer. 10:23).  Note carefully what the Psalmist declared in Ps. 119:97 and the verses following.  Purity is never to be sacrificed, even at the price of so-called "peace" (Prov. 23:23).
21.2. Peaceable
21.2.1. The desire for harmony and unity and suggests no room for pleasure in division.  It is the quality of living in harmony (within our ability) or without strife (Matt. 5:9; Rom. 12:18; 1 Tim. 2:2; Heb. 12:14).  
21.2.1.1. This attitude is in contrast to the confusion and strife of James 3:15-16.  
21.2.2. Contention is to be avoided where it is possible with preservation of purity (Col. 3:15).  However, note carefully that the true peacemaker is one who will seek to save a sinner from sin (James 5:19-20).  There are times when the Christian undertakes this work and the sinner rebels at this action.  It might seem that peace is not the goal, but God's requirements for peace are different from man's. God's peace does not bring about confusion.  
21.2.3. Confusion results when men refuse to submit to the revealed will of God and put human wisdom in the seat of Deity.  Jehovah's peace is not compromise.  
21.2.4. It is obedience to the will of God out of love for Him (John 14:15,21; Rom. 16:17-18; 1 Cor. 5; 2 Thess. 3:6).
21.3. Gentle
21.3.1. From the Greek epieikes (ep-ee-i-kace') suitable, equitable, fair, mild, gentle, reasonable in judging

21.3.2. The word signifies a humble patience, steadfastness which is able to submit to injustice, disgrace, and maltreatment without hatred and malice, trusting in God in spite of all (Phil. 4:5; 2 Cor. 10:1).
21.3.3. The gentle attitude/disposition does not demand that which would cause harm or hurt to his neighbor, even if his own "right" must be forfeited (2 Cor. 10:1).  
21.3.4. This type of attitude is that which brings the Christian to turn the cheek rather than retaliate (Rom. 12:9-14).  
21.3.5. The faithful child of Jehovah is "tough" when it comes to purity of doctrine, purity of life, and sanctity of the church, but he is gentle with reference to causing hurt to others.
21.4. Willing to Yield
21.4.1. The word is used of submission to military discipline and for observance of legal and moral standards in ordinary life; e.g., one who willingly submits to a fatherly will.

21.4.2. His attitude was and is that he is always a student of the Word!  Compare this with 2 Tim. 2:24-26 and our Lord's teaching in Matt. 5:6.
21.4.3. Teachers we must always be careful not to become so rigid that we are unwilling to study God's Word (or restudy some subject).  This does not mean that fundamental axioms are not true, but let us not be afraid to be diligent students of the Word and humble enough to admit it when we are wrong (as Apollos surely did, Acts 18:26-28).  
21.4.3.1. See also Gal. 6:1-2 and 1 Cor. 10:12 as further insight into this attitude.  
21.4.4. Do not allow someone to misuse this passage to attempt to lay aside those principles and teachings which are true.  No matter how much study a man does, if he is honest there are certain conclusions that the Scripture will demand:

21.4.4.1. water immersion is essential to the obtaining of forgiveness of sins (Mark 16:15-16); Jesus is the head of the church (Eph. 1:22-23); the church of the Bible is not a denomination (Col. 1:18,24); all men are under/subject to the New Testament (covenant) and will perish if they do not obey it (2 Thess. 1:7-9; 2:10-12), etc.

21.5. Full of mercy and good fruits
21.5.1. Based upon the word and context we are to understand that Christians are given a wonderful opportunity to manifest mercy when others who may have treated them with an evil/worldly attitude come for repentance and forgiveness.  Also involved in this is the practical side of mercy (James 1:21-27).  
21.5.2. The wise teacher not only talks about being a good neighbor, but he lives it!  
21.5.3. The wise teacher is not one to put social needs above the spiritual, yet he does not close his eyes to them either, he seeks to be ready to fulfill an opportunity to glorify the Father (Matt. 5:16; Gal. 6:10; Eph. 3:21).
21.6. Without partiality
21.6.1. This teacher is one that does not doubt.  The wisdom from above enables you to be firm in your views and have complete confidence in God and in his world.

21.6.2. The wise teacher is stable, not tossed about by the false teaching of men nor the pseudo wisdom of the world.  
21.6.3. He is consistent in all his actions for the cause of Christ.  Both his disposition and actions are consistent.
21.6.4. This is in sharp contrast to the double minded man in James 1.

21.7. Without hypocrisy
21.7.1. From the Greek word hypokrites meaning a play actor; one who plays a part and does not reflect their true situation

21.7.2. Christianity is to be real, without deceit.  The discrepancy between what a person says and really thinks or between evil intentions and genuine good deeds cannot long be hidden, even from men (see Rom. 2:16).
21.7.3. Hypocrisy is dishonest; it deceives and misleads others for selfish ends.
22. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
22.1. The construction of this sentence in the original language supports the following translations: "And righteousness is the harvest that is produced from seeds the peacemaker planted in peace"
22.2. The truly wise person is led not to sow seeds of discord, but seeks to bring true peace between God and man and then between men -- never compromising the truth, but with reverence and fear seeking the lost (Gal. 6:7-8).
22.2.1. Only the gospel of Christ can accomplish this peace.  
22.3. The benefits listed in James 3:17-18 are promised to the Christian who seeks to accomplish the will of the Father.  
22.4. Thus the sower of discord, the follower of worldly wisdom, cannot reap such wonderful benefits from Jehovah (1 Pet. 3:8-13).
