Book of James – Chapter 2
Chapter 2:1-13
1. The problem of prejudice and being a respecter of persons rears its head with every generation.
1.1. It comes in the form of:

1.1.1. Rich versus poor

1.1.2. Educated versus uneducated

1.1.3. Male versus female

1.1.4. Nationalities and skin color, etc.
1.2. What is prejudice?
1.2.1. Literally refers to the prejudgment of another.
1.2.1.1. We judge someone based on predetermined criteria not knowing the person or having sufficient knowledge of them to form opinion.

1.2.1.2. WWI – rest houses had above the door said “Abandon all rank, ye who enter in.”

1.2.1.2.1. This must happen in the church.

2. 1 My brethren, hold not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, [the Lord] of glory, with respect of persons.
2.1. “The Faith” means the whole of the Christian religion.
2.2. “Respect of persons” come from the Greek word Prosopolepsia (pros-o-pol-ape-see'-ah) which means:
2.2.1. respect of persons 

2.2.2. having partiality 

2.2.3. the fault of one who when called on to give judgment has respect of the outward circumstances of man and not to their intrinsic merits, and so prefers, as the more worthy, one who is rich, high born, or powerful, to another who does not have these qualities

2.2.4. James is saying, “don’t old to Christianity and at the same time show partiality and special consideration for those who are rich or highly favored in the world.”
2.2.5. Don’t try to be a Christian and a hypocrite at the same time! 

2.2.6. John 7:24 - Judge not according to appearance, but judge righteous judgment.
2.3. What is wrong with partiality?

2.3.1. That is what is discussed in the rest of our passage.

2.3.2. Practice is not representative of a Christian.

2.3.2.1. 1 John 4:7-11 - Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is begotten of God, and knoweth God.  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.  Herein was the love of God manifested in us, that God hath sent his only begotten Son into the world that we might live through him.  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son [to be] the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
3. 2 For if there come into your synagogue a man with a gold ring, in fine clothing, and there come in also a poor man in vile clothing;
3.1. Synagogue from the Greek Sunagoge (soon-ag-o-gay' ) which means an assembling together (only time in NT)
3.2. Literally means one who wears a gold ring.  Indicates one who had many rings and wore them in an flamboyant fashion.
3.3. Poor comes from the Greek Ptochos (pto-khos' ) 
3.3.1. reduced to beggary, begging, asking alms 

3.3.2. destitute of wealth, influence, position, honor 

3.3.3. lowly
4. 3 and ye have regard to him that weareth the fine clothing, and say, Sit thou here in a good place; and ye say to the poor man, Stand thou there, or sit under my footstool;
4.1. What is wrong with partiality?
4.1.1. It is selective in whom it serves

4.1.1.1. Christians are to serve all men – Gal. 6:10
4.2. The message of the gospel is that God desires all men to be saved and spend eternity with him in heaven.
4.2.1. 1 Tim. 2:3-4; Rom. 5:6-10; John 3:16; Mark 16:15-16; Matt. 28:19-20
4.3. Peter and the Gentiles

4.3.1. Gal. 2:11-14
5. 4 Do ye not make distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?
5.1. James is asking, “When you show partiality, based upon secular success, wealth, riches, worldly goods, are you not opposing the teaching of the Lord who expressly forbid such action?
5.2. They were like the double minded in chapter 1:8.  They wavered between the teaching of the Lord and the temptation to take advantage of what favors they might gain by giving special treatment to those who were well off.

5.2.1. Proverbs 16:2 - All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, But the LORD weighs the motives.
5.3. They were judging based on an evil consideration; selfish motives

5.3.1. Passage suggests that it was quite unusual for a rich man to enter the assembly.
6. 5 Hearken, my beloved brethren; did not God choose them that are poor as to the world [to be] rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he promised to them that love him?
6.1. Being rich is NOT a sin!  But some questions must be asked...
6.1.1. What do you do to attain it?  Does your line of work bring reproach upon God such as gambling, liquor sales, etc?  Does it cause you to put the services of the Lord as secondary in your life?
6.1.2. What do you do with your riches?  Is it just a means to gain more?
6.1.3. Letting the world, and the gains from the world, become the priority in our life is a sin!

6.2. Love God and not the world

6.3. The passages make it very clear that the poor are more receptive of the truth than the rich.  Why? 
6.3.1. Rich face more temptations 
6.3.2. Rich have more to give up in order to focus on service to God
6.4. The meaning of this passage is the poor are much more likely to be rich in faith than the rich.

6.4.1. Our life should be measure in the richness of our faith, not our worldly possessions.

6.5. Being heirs is based on our love of God and our obedience to him.  If I let this world take precedence over heaven, I CANNOT gain heaven.

6.5.1. 1 Tim. 6:17-19 - Charge them that are rich in this present world, that they be not highminded, nor have their hope set on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;  that they do good, that they be rich in good works, that they be ready to distribute, willing to communicate; laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on the life which is [life] indeed.
6.5.2. Matt. 6:19-21 - Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth consume, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be also.
7. 6 But ye have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you, and themselves drag you before the judgment-seats?
7.1. Those to whom James wrote had given preferential treatment to the rich and treated the poor with contempt.
7.2. The poor are far more likely to obey the Lord than the rich, but they were being dishonored

7.2.1. Dishonor comes from the Greek word Atimazo (at-im-ad'-zo) meaning to dishonour, insult, treat with contempt whether in word, deed or thought

7.2.2. 1 John 3:17 - But whoso hath the world's goods, and beholdeth his brother in need, and shutteth up his compassion from him, how doth the love of God abide in him?
7.3. Jews were under the rule of the Roman government but they were permitted to conduct civil and religious courts to hear matters of litigation.  The poor were often brought into court and, through the power and the influence of the rich, had actions decided in their favor and against the poor

7.4. What is wrong with partiality?
7.4.1. Dishonors men
8. 7 Do not they blaspheme the honorable name by which ye are called?
8.1. Blaspheme from the Greek blasphemeo (blas-fay-meh'-o) 
8.1.1. to speak reproachfully, rail at, revile, calumniate, blaspheme 

8.1.2. to be evil spoken of, reviled, railed at
8.1.3. The rich slandered the name which the disciples wore over and over as indicated by the tense of the verb
8.2. Honorable from the Greek kalos (kal-os’) 

8.2.1. Good, noble, excellent
9. 8 Howbeit if ye fulfil the royal law, according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well:  
9.1. The text does not require slighting the rich.  Rather, both the rich and the poor should be honored equally.  Only then are the requirements of loving neighbor as self filled full or perfected.  
9.2. Character, not outward appearance, demands special recognition.

9.3. Command to love your neighbor
9.3.1. Matt. 22:35-40
9.4. Emulate Christ’s love for ALL mankind

9.4.1. John 13:34; Rom. 5:6; 15:7; Eph. 5:1, 2 
10. 9 but if ye have respect of persons, ye commit sin, being convicted by the law as transgressors.
10.1. This is not a condition of occasional weakness, but a way you consistently act
10.2. Too often the gospel is being compromised because elders and preachers do not want to offend the big contributors

10.2.1. 2 Tim. 4:1-5 - I charge [thee] in the sight of God, and of Christ Jesus, who shall judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.  For the time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables.  But be thou sober in all things, suffer hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil thy ministry.
11. 10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one [point], he is become guilty of all.
11.1. How is it that when one commits one sin it makes him guilty of all?  
11.1.1. Evidently in this sense it is true: When one commits one sin he is a lawbreaker in regard to the law as a whole.  It only takes one sin for one to become a lawbreaker in respect to the whole law.  One is guilty of all in the sense that he is a violator of the law in general.
12. 11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou dost not commit adultery, but killest, thou art become a transgressor of the law.
12.1. It does seem that James was striking out against some Jewish notion that they could keep some of the law and be right with God or that some violations would not be counted against them.  James seemed to be trying to get them to see that neglect of treating all men equally will not be passed over as if it were not a violation of law.
12.2. Is the Christian under law?  Absolutely!  
12.2.1. See John 14:21; 1 John 2:4; 3:24; Acts 17:30; 1 Tim. 4:11; Matt. 7:21; 1 Pet. 2:1-2; Rom. 3:27; 8:2; Gal. 6:2; James 1:25; and Heb. 8:10.  
12.3. Law was not annulled in one sense; it was merely changed (Heb. 7:12).  
12.4. Notice Paul's language: "to them that are without law, as without law, not being without law to God, but under law to Christ, that I might gain them that are without law" (1 Cor. 9:21).  
12.5. Through obeying law, as a non-Christian, or through adhering to law, as a Christian, grace which saves is extended to us.  
12.6. So we often see that the language of Jesus included exhortations to keep law (John 14:15; 15:14).
13. 12 So speak ye, and so do, as men that are to be judged by a law of liberty.
13.1. Those apostates (those who want to bring unauthorized change into the church) state that we are NOT under any law.

13.2. They are under the false idea that liberty is liberty from law, they speak of some mysterious elevation of the Spirit where the truly spiritually minded are set at liberty from legalistic rules and regulations.  This kind of “gentle” view of the Christian life is precisely what some want to hear. This makes them feel they can drink socially, dance, smoke, curse, watch/read pornography, and dress as immodestly as the world dresses.  In short, they feel they are at liberty to be pretty much the way the world is.
13.2.1. Matt. 7:13-14 - Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that enter in thereby.  For narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that find it.
13.2.2. John 14:15; 15:14
13.3. We are not set free from law, as all the passages we have used show.  We are, by Christ's law, to be set free from sin.  
13.4. It is a law of liberty because it gives us freedom from sin.  We not only are washed from our sins, we learn by the law of the Spirit what is sin so we can avoid it and free ourselves from it (Heb. 5:12-14).  We can discern good from evil. 
13.4.1. Notice Jesus said, "If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples: and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:31-32).  
13.5. From what would they be free, the Jews asked.  They boasted they had never been in bondage to any man.  
13.5.1. Jesus replied, "Every one that committeth sin is the bondservant of sin.  And the bondservant abideth not in the house for ever: the son abideth for ever.  If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed" (John 8:34-36).
14. 13 For judgment [is] without mercy to him that hath showed no mercy: mercy glorieth against judgment.
14.1. Who shall obtain mercy?  They that offer mercy shall obtain it.  
14.2. If one does not give mercy, mercy shall be taken from him.  Often forgiveness involves being merciful.  
14.2.1. Jesus not only taught His disciples to pray, "And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors" (Matt. 6:12), and then said, "But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses" (Matt. 6:15). 
14.3. He also told a story which illustrated this law -- the parable of the king who forgave a servant a debt of ten thousand talents. That man found a fellow-servant who owed him only a hundred shillings, He cast him in the prison till he should pay all.  The king heard of it and before he cast that unmerciful servant into prison, he said, "Shouldest not thou also have had mercy on thy fellow-servant, even as I had mercy on thee" (Matt. 18:21-35)?
15. Christians are called to make a distinction when determining who we associate with, but it MUST be on spiritual grounds, not carnal.
Book of James

Chapter 2:14-26

16. Stephen

16.1. Acts 7

17. One of the purposes in the book of James was for him to emphasize to his readers that it is doers, not just hearers who enjoy the approval of God.

18. 14 What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath faith, but have not works? can that faith save him?
18.1. James introduced his inspired discussion of the relationship between faith and works as they pertain to salvation.  He set forth a hypothetical man, who claimed to have faith, but was inactive and did not work.
18.2. A man is saved by faith, as the New Testament teaches consistently.  However, James was asking if a do-nothing, inactive, all-talk-and-no-work "faith" could save.
18.3. What are the works discussed?
18.3.1. Works are the commandments of the Lord. Obedience to which is absolutely essential to salvation (1 John 4:12; 2 Thes. 1:7-9).
18.3.2. Paul also taught the necessity of obedience to the commands of Christ (Rom. 6:3-4).
19. 15 If a brother or sister be naked and in lack of daily food,
19.1. To illustrate how useless a non-working faith is, James suggested a hypothetical situation.  The one who claims to have faith encounters a naked and hungry fellow-Christian
20. 16 and one of you say unto them, Go in peace, be ye warmed and filled; and yet ye give them not the things needful to the body; what doth it profit?
20.1. He dismisses them with empty words of blessing instead of supplying the items needed.  
20.2. He may even congratulate himself on his sympathy and helpfulness toward those who are unfortunate.
20.3. James desire is to show the heartlessness of someone who would send one away, who obviously is in need, to fend for themselves.
20.4. One cannot be warmed by good wishes or fill an empty stomach with greetings.  
21. 17 Even so faith, if it have not works, is dead in itself.
21.1. “Even so” means in like manner

21.2. Faith that does not busy itself in works that please God is not worthy to be called "faith."  Empty words do not help the helpless. 
21.3. Likewise, any claimed "faith" without accompanying works is of no value. It is actually dead, nonexistent.  
21.4. Just as pure religion does not exist apart from doing God's will (James 1:22-27), so true, living faith is impossible without appropriate works.
21.5. Is there any situation in our secular life where we would not prove our faith by our works?
21.5.1. Sports?  Politics?
22. 18 Yea, a man will say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith apart from [thy] works, and I by my works will show thee [my] faith.
22.1. This "I'm okay, you're okay" approach to religion is commonly held at present.  
22.1.1. The Protestant branch of sectarianism holds that men are saved by faith alone, while the Roman Catholic branch contends for salvation by meritorious works.  
22.1.2. They have both become so overemotional and convictionless in their acceptance that generally they speak out that either position, if sincerely followed, is accepted of God.
22.2. James immediately responded to this baseless, ridiculous argument by issuing a challenge to his respondent: "Demonstrate, prove your faith without your works."  Of course, such was and is impossible.
22.3. "Faith" in the abstract is similar to electricity in that it cannot be literally seen itself.  Both are "seen," demonstrated, only in the effects or works which they produce.  
22.4. Without works faith is only a claim.  However, James correctly argued that by his works he (and therefore, any person) could demonstrate his faith.  The implication is that only by one's actions can he prove and demonstrate his faith.
23. 19 Thou believest that God is one; thou doest well: the demons also believe, and shudder.
23.1. James granted that there is a certain kind of "faith" that may exist apart from good works. It is the kind that intellectually acknowledges the existence of one true God. 
23.2. This is the same kind of faith in God the devils ("demons," ASV) have and they have such strong faith that they tremble at the very thought of God.
23.3. Demons were cast out of their human hosts, the demons being cast out acknowledged God and/or Christ (Matt. 8:29; Mark 1:24; Acts 19:15).  
23.3.1. They tremble in terror of their horrible eternal fate at the Judgment (Matt. 25:41).
24. 20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith apart from works is barren?
24.1. He prefaces his conclusion by embarrassing one who would claim to believe and even argue such a foolish idea: that faith could either be demonstrated, or in reality, even exist, without ("apart from," ASV) works.
24.2. “Vain man” literally means an empty headed fellow.
24.3. “Barren” from the Greek argen which means unproductive.
24.4. This is the kind of faith that the denominational world states saves.
25. 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, in that he offered up Isaac his son upon the altar?
25.1. How was he justified?  Not merely by a profession, but by a proof of his faith.  
25.2. While this principle was seen in other events of Abraham's life, it was principally and ultimately seen in his offering of Isaac upon the altar. 
25.3. Abraham raised his knife to slay Isaac for the commanded sacrifice only to be stopped by God.
25.4. What can be said for the faith of Isaac?
26. 22 Thou seest that faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect;
26.1. He was not intending to de-emphasize the faith of Abraham, but to emphasize it in its proper perspective with his works.  He argued that faith cooperated and interacted with his works for a perfect blending of the two elements.  His mighty faith in God caused him to do what God commanded and his works served as the perfect proof of his faith.
26.2. His faith would have been unperfected, incomplete, thus dead, had he not done the work God commanded him to do.  Abraham's faith was so powerful that he reasoned that God would raise Isaac if he killed him as a sacrifice (Heb. 11:17-19).  
27. 23 and the scripture was fulfilled which saith, And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned unto him for righteousness; and he was called the friend of God.
27.1. The statement of God to Abraham to which James referred is found in Gen. 15:6: "And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness."  Interestingly, God did not say this to Abraham after he had offered Isaac, but perhaps 20 years before Isaac was even born.  
27.1.1. Was James confused, thinking that God had counted Abraham's faith for righteousness only after he offered Isaac, instead of earlier?
27.2. Before the episode in Gen. 15 God had given Abraham the great threefold promise, each part of which required an heir for fulfillment. Yet he and Sarah were now in their old age and still childless.  The promise of God immediately precedent to Gen. 15:6 was that Abraham's seed would be as numberless as the stars of the heavens.
28. 24 Ye see that by works a man is justified, and not only by faith.
28.1. James moved from the illustration of this truth in Abraham to the universal application of it: "a man," that is, any man, all men.  Any man who seeks to be justified in the sight of God will find it only through a faith that works, not by faith alone.
29. 25 And in like manner was not also Rahab the harlot justified by works, in that she received the messengers, and sent them out another way? 
29.1.     Rahab is a remarkable example of the power of faith.  Though a resident of the heathen city of Jericho around 1500 B.C. and a participant in the vile occupation of harlotry, through her faith she rose above those evil influences to be among those through whom the promised seed of Abraham would come to bless all nations (Gen. 12:3; Gal. 3:16; Matt. 1:5).  

29.2. When Joshua sent the spies into Canaan in preparation for invading it, Rahab hid them and helped them escape certain death in Jericho.  Through her faith in the God of Whose wonders and might she had heard, she believed her city would be destroyed and she exacted a promise from the spies that she and her family would be spared (Josh. 2:1-14).  

29.3. Her faith was so great that the Hebrews writer included her in his list of the great heroes and heroines of faith (Heb. 11:31).  Again, the point of it all made by James was that true faith, justifying faith, is more than a mere profession.  

29.4. Rahab's faith was living and vital as seen in her works, which were prompted by and were in harmony with her faith.
30. 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from works is dead. 
30.1. When the body and spirit are separated death occurs.  

30.2. Our human parents gave us our bodies through God's law of procreation (Gen. 1:28), but our spirits (immortal souls) are given us by God (Eccl. 12:7; Heb. 12:9).  

30.3. At death the body, which is made from the dust of the ground (Gen. 2:7), goes to the grave to decay into dust from whence it came (Eccl. 12:7). 

30.4. However, the spirit of man lives on, never to die, in the vast realm of eternity, either with God in Heaven or with Satan and his minions in Hell (Matt. 25:46).

31. Conclusion
31.1. One is saved by his faith when that faith leads him to do what God has directed.  Faith that refuses to obey is not saving faith.  One does not truly believe.

