A Wonderful Life?
1. Introduction
2. Let’s take a journey through what many consider a wonderful life

2.1. Newborn > Toddler 

2.1.1. No cares

2.1.2. Taken care of

2.2. 2 > 3 Years Old

2.2.1. Starting to get around on my own

2.2.2. Exploring

2.2.3. Gaining a measure of independence

2.3. 5 > 6 Years Old
2.3.1. Start school

2.3.2. Meet new friends

2.3.3. Increased independence

2.4. 8 > 9 Years Old

2.4.1. Many start sports

2.4.2. The seeds of what people consider “important” are planted

2.4.2.1. Win at all cost.  Winning is everything

2.4.2.2. Practice comes before everything else

2.4.2.3. Athletes are role models

2.5. 10 > 12 Years Old

2.5.1. More school activities

2.5.2. More homework

2.5.3. More “importance” placed on grades

2.5.4. More organized sports

2.5.5. More involvement with friends away from school

2.6. 13 > 16 Years Old

2.6.1. Teen years

2.6.2. Boys interested in girls and girl interested in boys; crushes

2.6.3. Nights out with friends

2.6.4. The desire to be accepted by peers increases

2.6.5. Parent’s start to quit being “cool”

2.6.6. They still need them

2.6.7. Increased involvement in school and extra curricular activities

2.6.8. Start to focus on driving

2.7. 17 > 18 Years Old
2.7.1. Dating

2.7.2. Social pressure to “go along”

2.7.3. Increased involvement with friends away from home

2.7.4. Preparing for college or life after High School

2.7.5. Parents can be really uncool

2.7.6. Driving and the responsibilities that go with that

2.8. 19 > 22 Years Old

2.8.1. Away from home for the first time

2.8.2. No curfews

2.8.3. No one to tell me what to do

2.8.4. College or first job

2.8.5. Bills

2.8.6. Dating increases and becomes more serious

2.8.7. Get good grades

2.8.8. Get degree

2.8.9. Think about a career

2.8.10. Other extra curricular activities

2.9. 23 > 30 Years Old
2.9.1. Start career

2.9.1.1. Get ahead

2.9.1.2. Stand out from the crowd

2.9.1.3. Fear of failure

2.9.2. Move to a new city or location

2.9.3. Bills, bills, bills

2.9.4. Life altering decisions
2.9.4.1. Dating

2.9.4.2. Marriage

2.9.4.3. Children

2.9.5. Extra curricular activities
2.10. 31 > 35 Years Old

2.10.1. Career escalating

2.10.2. Marriage events

2.10.3. Children events

2.10.4. Bills

2.10.4.1. Mortgage

2.10.4.2. Health

2.10.4.3. Presents

2.10.4.4. Baby costs

2.10.5. Extra curricular activities

2.11. 40 > 50 Years old

2.11.1. Career

2.11.2. Marriage

2.11.3. Children

2.11.3.1. Getting Older

2.11.3.2. Extra curricular activities

2.11.3.3. Wants and wishes

2.11.4. Extra curricular activities

2.11.5. Plan for children’s college

2.11.6. Retirement is on the radar

2.11.7. Bills

2.11.7.1. Things start breaking

2.12. 50 > 65

2.12.1. Children

2.12.1.1. School

2.12.1.2. Tuition

2.12.1.3. Car

2.12.1.4. Extra curricular activities

2.12.2. Bills

2.12.3. Career

2.12.4. Retirement

2.12.5. Marriage

2.12.6. Health

2.13. 65 > Over

2.13.1. Retirement

2.13.2. Health

2.13.3. Money

2.13.4. Travel

2.13.5. Relax

2.13.6. etc

2.14. A life laid out that by any standard would be considered ideal.  No major issues, challenges or struggles.  I get to the point of retirement when I can do my own thing.
2.15. Where in this journey through life does God fit in?

2.16. We live in a world where we live for, and plan for the next day, week, month, year and phase of life.

2.17. But what have we really gained, what have we really accomplished if our life is not centered on doing God’s will?

God in all phases of life

3. Christ as a child
3.1. Luke 2:41-49 – READ
3.2. Having God in our lives start when one is a child
3.2.1. Proverbs 22:6 - Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.
3.2.1.1. General principle, not an iron clad rule

3.2.2. Too many parents do a superficial job in training their children in God’s service.

3.2.3. When the pressures of the world assault these children in their more mature years, they have little interest in serving God.

3.3. About God’s love

3.3.1. Mankind is the special object of God’s love (Gen. 1:27)

3.3.2. John 3:16 declares God’s love for the whole world

3.3.3. John 14:21, 23; 16:27; 2 Thes. 2:16
3.3.4. The fact of God’s love (Rom. 5:8)

3.3.5. Love is more than a word; it is a demonstration (Jesus).

3.4. His existence

3.4.1. From before the beginning (Ps. 19:1; 139:14; Rom. 1:18-20)

3.4.2. Based upon design (Heb. 3:4)

3.5. The principles behind God’s actions

3.5.1. Far too often we remain content to teach children the books of the Bible, the accounts of Noah’s ark, and the flood, Joseph and his coat, Samson and his strength, and then fail to teach them about the great principles involved.

3.5.2. Principles of obedience versus disobedience and the consequences of each (Deut. 11:26-28). 
3.5.2.1. Is this not the basis behind the story of Noah and the ark?

3.5.3. God’s hatred toward sin (Ps. 5:4; Gal. 5:19-21; I Cor. 6:9)

3.5.4. God’s mercy toward sinners (Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:5)

3.5.5. God’s desire to save man (Tit. 2:11; I Pet. 3:9-12; I Tim. 2:3-4)

3.5.6. God’s plan of salvation (Eph. 3:8-11; Mark 16:15-16; Matthew 28:18-20)

3.5.7. Being steadfast (I Cor. 15:58; II Tim. 3:15-4:5)

3.5.8. Count the cost of discipleship (Luke 14:26-33; Phil. 3;17-21; Luke 9:57-62)

3.5.9. Children need to, must, and can learn about the great principles taught within the Bible.

3.6. Parents must show their children that:

3.6.1. God is first in their lives (Matt. 6:33) by actively involving themselves, as well as their children in good works. 
3.6.2. Living in harmony with God’s word in such a way that their children will want to follow them (I Cor. 11:1)
3.6.3. We must show our faith in God by attending all of the services of the church (Heb. 10:25). 
3.6.3.1. Parent wouldn’t let her child play basketball because practice would cause him to miss Wednesday night 

3.6.4. We must read our Bibles daily (Acts 17:11; II Tim. 3:15-17).  

3.6.5. We must pray without ceasing (I Thes. 5:17).  

3.6.6. We must show our concern for lost souls by visiting and teaching (Gal. 6:1; James 5:19-20; II Tim. 2:2).  

3.6.7. The opinions children form about God are largely the outgrowth of their parents’ attitudes about him.
4. Mary and Martha
4.1. Luke 10:38-42 – READ
4.2. Martha was anxious about many things, but Jesus informs her that only one thing is needful.

4.2.1. The one thing needful was a proper state of heart for receiving Jesus, and also the receiving of the truth 

4.3. Martha was absorbed with the physical and earthly.  Jesus points her to the spiritual and heavenly.

4.4. How often do we get bogged down with the physical and earthly?
4.5. Caught up in the rat race of life, not taking time to be spiritual.

4.6. Stay focused on the real purpose in being here is.

4.6.1. Matthew 24:35 - Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away
4.6.2. Matthew 5:13-16 - You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.  You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven
5. Ethiopian Eunuch
5.1. Acts 8:26-40
5.1.1. Verses 27 tells us, “And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet ”

5.1.2. Philip asks him if he understands what he is reading.  He says no
5.1.3. Verse 35-40 - Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?"  Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."  So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.  Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.  But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea.
5.2. Compare that with Acts 26:28 when King Agrippa tells Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”

5.2.1. Agrippa’s wealth, his throne, his companions, his associations Bernice and others were all hindrances in his becoming a Christian.

5.3. No status in life makes us above God or too big for God.
Conclusion

1. Are we Christ like in our study of God’s word?  He started so very young.  Do we train our children to be this way?

2. Does our life resemble that of Mary or Martha?

2.1. Martha, so overcome with the cares and events of the world, that she lost sight of what the Savior himself had said, “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness..”

3. No matter how important we think our earthly status is, do we resemble the Eunuch or the King in our acceptance of God’s word and willingness to submit to it?
4. II Timothy 4:7-8 - I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.
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