Spirit of Christ

1. Introduction – Next Sunday night we begin an 8 week study on “How to remain faithful”
2. Romans 8:5-10 - For they that are after the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  For the mind of the flesh is death; but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace: because the mind of the flesh is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can it be: and they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  But ye are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. But if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the spirit is life because of righteousness.
3. As we talked about last week, everyone has a choice to make in how they live their lives

3.1. Do I follow Christ or do I not?

3.2. Read - Romans 8:1-10
3.3. Explain
4. Christ has been given as our pattern to know how to live

4.1. 1 Peter 4:1-2 – Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God
5. The question we ask ourselves this morning is; how do we demonstrate the Spirit of Christ in our lives?

Sermon

1. Spirit of humility

1.1. Lowly in heart

1.1.1. Matthew 11:28-30 – Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

1.2. Washed disciples feet

1.2.1. John 13:1-15
1.3. The poor in spirit

1.3.1. Matthew 5:3 – Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven
1.3.2. The “poor in spirit” are those who are destitute of spiritual possessions and who know their true condition and long for a better spiritual state.  The poor in spirit are conscious of their need.  He was speaking of those who realize their spiritual deficiency and who are therefore willing to look to the good and perfect Giver to provide what they need and cannot provide for themselves.
1.3.2.1. The same state of mind when we are told to become as little children.
2. Spirit of meekness, submission to God

2.1. John 4:34 – My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to accomplish his work
2.2. John 6:38 – For I am come down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me
2.3. In the garden

2.3.1. Luke 22:42 – Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.
2.4. Blessed are the meek

2.4.1. Matthew 5:5 – Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth
3. Spirit of unselfishness

3.1. Why did Christ come to earth?

3.1.1. 2 Corinthians 8:9 – For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might become rich.
3.2. No earthly possessions

3.2.1. Luke 9:58 – And Jesus said unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven [have] nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.
3.2.2. Wonder what Christ would say about all the things we feel we “HAVE” to have in order to be “happy”

3.3. Macedonians caught this spirit

3.3.1. 2 Corinthians 8:3-5 – For according to their power, I bear witness, yea and beyond their power, [they gave] of their own accord, beseeching us with much entreaty in regard of this grace and the fellowship in the ministering to the saints: and [this], not as we had hoped, but first they gave their own selves to the Lord, and to us through the will of God.
4. Spirit of work

4.1. John 9:4 – We must work the works of him that sent me
4.2. “My meat” of John 4:34 means to accomplish the work

4.3. What do I wake up thinking is important for me to accomplish today?  Are my thoughts ever of increasing my knowledge or sharing the gospel with someone?

5. Spirit of Service

5.1. Went about doing good

5.1.1. Acts 10:38 – Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him
5.2. A prerequisite to salvation

5.2.1. Matthew 25:34-46 – READ
6. Spirit of Prayer

6.1. Lived a prayerful life

6.1.1. GIVE EXAMPLES

7. Spirit of Courage

7.1. Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5)

7.2. In the garden

7.2.1. When Peter defends him with the sword

7.3. In front of Pilot

7.4. In front of Herod

7.5. During his scourging

7.6. Carrying the cross

7.7. On the cross

8. Spirit of love

8.1. Greater love hath no man

9. Spirit of compassion

9.1. Woman caught in adultery

9.1.1. John 8:6-11 - And this they said, trying him, that they might have [whereof] to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground.  But when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.  And again he stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground.  And they, when they heard it, went out one by one, beginning from the eldest, [even] unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman, where she was, in the midst.  And Jesus lifted up himself, and said unto her, Woman, where are they? did no man condemn thee?  And she said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said, Neither do I condemn thee: go thy way; from henceforth sin no more.
9.2. Prodigal son

9.2.1. Luke 15:11-32
9.2.2. Son left the father, when he realized he was wrong, came home with the attitude of meekness and humbleness

10. Spirit of Forgiveness

10.1. World is ready to condemn

10.2. God is ready to forgive

10.3. 1 Timothy 2:4 – who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth
11. Spirit of Obedience

11.1. Philippians 2:5-8 – Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming obedient [even] unto death, yea, the death of the cross.
Conclusion

1. The spirit of Christ starts with the spirit of obedience

1.1. Not a Christian – baptism 

1.2. Christian – looking inward at how I live my life.  Does it honor God and bring glory to him?
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