Lesson 8 – Added to the church
1. Introduction
1.1. Obedience is essential if you wish to live eternally in heaven.  

1.2. In looking at the example Jesus set for us, Philippians 2:8 tells us:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross
1.3. Can you imagine waiting in the middle of the night for your captors to take you to your death?  You could have snuck out of city.  But what do we find Jesus doing?  

1.3.1. Turn to Matthew 26 and let’s look at both verses 39 and 42:

1.3.1.1. V39 - And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.
1.3.1.2. V42 - He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.
1.3.1.3. Jesus was praying.

1.4. What does our obedience consist of?  First, we must have or develop a good and honest heart.  

1.4.1. In Luke 8:11-15, Jesus tells us:  The seed is the word of God.  Those by the wayside are they that hear; then comes the devil, and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.  They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.  And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.  But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.
1.5. Second, you must want the truth.  You must love the truth, not just a doctrine; you must want to know what to do to be saved (II Thess. 2:10).  You must desire not simply to be religious, but to be religiously right.  Jesus claimed to be the personification of saving truth (John 14:6), and he claimed that saving truth could be found (John 8:31-32).

1.6. Third, you must then seek for God and truth.  God wants to be found.  He is not far from any of us (Acts 17:27).  He wants us to be saved (I Timothy 2:4).  When one truly seeks after God and the truth, you remember the words of Matthew 5:6, which state; Blessed are they, which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
1.7. Fourth, having found the truth, you must not only accept it as truth, you must obey it (II Thess. 1:8).  You must submit to the gospel and become a Christian (Mark 16:16).  There is no biblical authority for becoming a Baptist, Methodist, Catholic, or a member of any denomination.  There is Biblical authority for one’s becoming a Christian.  And when one becomes a Christian, he becomes at the same time a member of the Lord’s church (Acts 2:47).
1.8. Two key areas in our road to obedience are repentance and baptism.
1.8.1. Both are essential for us to be pleasing to God.

1.8.2. Both are required for us to enter the Lord’s church
2. Repentance
2.1. Difficulty of repentance
2.1.1. One of the hardest things a human being is admit when they make a mistake or do something wrong.

2.1.2. It has often been said that one of the hardest commands to obey is that of repentance.  Admitting I have sinned against God.

2.1.3. Sin causes us to be separated from God.

2.1.4. We know all have sinned according to Romans 3:23, “for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God”

2.1.5. If one dies is this condition, Romans 6:23 tells us, “For the wages of sin is death”, the end is eternal punishment.

2.1.6. The necessity of obedience includes not only faith, confession, and baptism, but the subject of our lesson this evening, repentance.

2.1.7. In the church today there are those who would pervert God’s teaching on repentance in order to make friends, families, maybe even large contributors feel better about their life.

2.1.8. It is time for God’s words to be heard, not man’s.

2.2. Necessity of Repentance
2.2.1. So important is repentance that in Luke 13:3 Jesus said, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish.”  In verse 5 he repeats himself to emphasize his point 

2.2.2. Acts 3:19 - Repent ye therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that so there may come seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord
2.2.3. II Peter 3:9-10 - The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; but is longsuffering toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance
2.2.4. Repentance has always been a part of God’s teaching

2.2.4.1. Jonah 3 – Ninevah, a wicked city of about 600,000

2.2.4.1.1. Jonah was sent to preach God’s commands

2.2.4.1.2. Ninevah repented and were spared God’s wrath

2.2.4.2. Jesus in Matthew 4:17 - Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

2.2.4.3. Peter on the day of Pentecost responded to the question “what shall we do?”  “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins.”

2.2.5. Repentance was not a message limited to the alien sinner

2.2.5.1. Acts 8 we see Simon obeyed the Gospel, tried to buy miraculous power.  In verse 22 he’s told “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee”

2.2.5.2. In Revelations 2 and 3 we see five of the seven churches did not meet with God’s approval and were told to repent

2.2.6. Repentance is for the erring child of God individually, or a congregation in error, collectively, as well as for alien sinners.

2.3. What must Precede Repentance
2.3.1. Repentance must be preceded by sin!  Infants and children cannot repent because they have committed no sins of which to repent.

2.3.1.1. Matthew 18:3 - and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

2.3.2. Repentance must be preceded by hearing, learning, and believing the truth

2.3.2.1. Romans 10:13-14 - Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him whom they have not heard?
2.3.2.2. Hebrews 11:6 - But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him
2.3.2.3. No sinner can truly repent without faith in God and in his son Jesus Christ

2.3.2.3.1. Acts 11:21 - But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus.  And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord.
2.4. What Repentance is not
2.4.1. It is not simple regret.  It is not just being sorry that one has committed sin

2.4.2. It is not the type of sorrow that comes from being caught in sin

2.4.2.1. Paul made clear in II Corinthians 7:10 that “the sorrow of the world worketh death”

2.4.3. It is not internal conviction

2.4.4. It is not mere confession of sin

2.4.5. It is not asking for forgiveness through prayer

2.4.6. It is not simply a reformation of life

2.4.7. It is not suddenly beginning to do good works

2.4.8. It is not moving away, and starting over life anew

2.4.9. It is not simply going down the aisle and making an “if I’ve sinned” statement.

2.4.10. None of these things in and of themselves constitute genuine repentance

2.4.11. We see that God demands repentance Acts 17:30 - The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men that they should all everywhere repent), but does repentance demand?

2.5. What the Bible says Repentance consists of
2.5.1. There are two words used in the New Testament for repent or repentance and it is important we understand the difference.  
2.5.1.1. The first comes from the Greek word Metamellomai (met-am-el'-lom-ahee).  It means to have a thought of remorse or regret

2.5.1.1.1. Ex. Mt 27:3 - Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, he repented, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders.

2.5.1.1.1.1. Judas regretted his sin, but did not genuinely repent

2.5.1.1.2. 2 Cor. 7:8 - For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent (regret), though I did repent (regret) for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season. 

2.5.1.1.2.1. Paul doesn’t regret sending them the letter because he knows they needed it sent to them, but he regretted having to send it to them.

2.5.1.2. The second word comes from the Greek word Metanoeo (met-an-o-eh'-o).  It means to “change one’s mind which leads to a reformation of life”

2.5.1.2.1. Acts 2:38 - Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins

2.5.1.2.2. Acts 26:20 - but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance.

2.5.1.2.3. The word repentance here comes from the word repent in the same verse.  This is what Godly repentance demands.

2.5.1.3. Go back to our text – II Corinthians 7:8-10 - For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it (repent); though I did regret it (repent). For I perceive that the same epistle made you sorry, though only for a while.  Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing.  For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.

2.5.1.3.1. What kind of sorrow?  Not worldly sorrow, it produces death 

2.5.1.3.1.1. "Worldly sorrow" is a SELFISH kind of sorrow 

2.5.1.3.1.2. E.g., when one is sorry because HE got caught

2.5.1.3.1.3. E.g., when one is sorry because what one did made HIM look bad

2.5.1.3.1.4. In "worldly sorrow", one is more concerned about SELF!

2.5.1.4. Godly sorrow produces repentance

2.5.1.4.1. I.e., one is sorry because their actions are sins against a Holy God….SUGGEST they read chapter 51 

2.5.1.4.1.1. Psalms 51:4 - Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight-That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge
2.5.1.4.2. One is sorry for the price GOD must pay to have our sins removed

2.5.1.4.2.1. What was that price?

2.5.1.4.2.2. Christ death on the cross

2.5.1.4.3. In "godly sorrow", one is more concerned with GOD than self!

2.5.1.4.4. One must come to a point of viewing sin as a disgusting thing to participate in or do.  This is how God views sin.

2.5.1.4.5. Remember repent is a change of mind

2.5.1.5. We can know genuine (true) repentance (v 11)

2.5.1.5.1. 2 Cor. 7:11 - For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter
2.5.1.5.2. "diligence" (KJV, carefulness)

2.5.1.5.2.1. This can be defined as "earnestness, zeal, sometimes with haste accompanying it"

2.5.1.5.2.2. I.e., being quick to do what is right!

2.5.1.5.2.3. Examples of conversion in ACTS demonstrate this diligence in that every case described in detail shows people obeying the gospel after just one lesson!

2.5.1.5.3. "clearing of yourselves"
2.5.1.5.3.1. To clear one's self of blame

2.5.1.5.3.2. E.g., quick to stop doing what is wrong, if such is the case

2.5.1.5.3.3. E.g., quick to respond to the offer of forgiveness when one realizes their guilt 

2.5.1.5.4. "indignation" 

2.5.1.5.4.1. This involves a sort of anger, or moral outrage 

2.5.1.5.4.2. I.e., toward the SIN which required the repentance 

2.5.1.5.5. "fear" 

2.5.1.5.5.1. Lest the sin should be repeated 

2.5.1.5.5.2. Lest the sin should not be entirely removed 

2.5.1.5.6. "vehement desire" 

2.5.1.5.6.1. A desire to be right in God’s eyes 

2.5.1.5.7. "zeal" 

2.5.1.5.7.1. This involves an "eagerness and ardent interest in pursuit of something" 

2.5.1.5.7.2. In this case, to turn from sin and turn to God 

2.5.1.5.8. "vindication" (KJV, revenge) 

2.5.1.5.8.1. As the NIV puts it, "what readiness to see justice done" 

2.5.1.5.8.2. I.e., to do the right thing! 

2.6. Genuine Repentance leads to a change of conduct or reformation of Life
2.6.1. Some change of life can come upon someone without repentance.  

2.6.1.1. Murder, thief, liar, cheater etc

2.6.2. Genuine repentance (as enjoined in the gospel of Christ), when coupled with knowledge of the will of God, always results in the correct reformation of life.

2.6.3. Repentance requires restitution.

2.6.3.1. People constantly ask if “repentance” results in restitution. Let us observe the following: 

2.6.3.2. In the Old Testament God required that recompense be made to the injured party, and a fifth part added to it, etc. (Note: Leviticus 6:1-7) - And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, If any one sin, and commit a trespass against Jehovah, and deal falsely with his neighbor in a matter of deposit, or of bargain, or of robbery, or have oppressed his neighbor, or have found that which was lost, and deal falsely therein, and swear to a lie; in any of all these things that a man doeth, sinning therein; then it shall be, if he hath sinned, and is guilty, that he shall restore that which he took by robbery, or the thing which he hath gotten by oppression, or the deposit which was committed to him, or the lost thing which he found, or any thing about which he hath sworn falsely; he shall even restore it in full, and shall add the fifth part more thereto: He shall give it to the one to whom it belongs, in the day of his being found guilty.  And he shall bring his trespass-offering unto Jehovah, a ram without blemish out of the flock, according to thy estimation, for a trespass-offering, unto the priest: and the priest shall make atonement for him before Jehovah; and he shall be forgiven concerning whatsoever he doeth so as to be guilty thereby.
2.6.3.3. Christ approved of what Zacchaeus said in Luke 19:3-9 - And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the crowd, because he was little of stature.  And he ran on before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way.  And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to-day I must abide at thy house.  And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully.  And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, He is gone in to lodge with a man that is a sinner.  And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have wrongfully exacted aught of any man, I restore fourfold.  And Jesus said unto him, Today is salvation come to this house
2.6.3.4. Restitution, where possible, is certainly involved in the Biblical doctrine of repentance
2.6.4. This means you cease sinful practices (fornication, drunkenness, lying etc.)

2.6.4.1. Paul, in I Cor. 6:9-11 mentions those who WERE (past tense) living in sin -   Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.
2.6.4.2. Does anyone seriously believe for one moment that they continued in those sins after baptism with God’s approval?

2.6.5. This means you get out of sinful relationships

2.6.5.1. This means marriages that are NOT authorized by God

2.6.5.2. We can easily see and agree that a person who steals a car, watch or money makes restitution, to the best of their abilities, to truly repent.

2.6.5.3. Why can’t we see that the same applies in unscriptural marriages?

2.6.5.4. Some suggest that baptism washes away their former adulterous relationship and allows them to continue together after baptism 

2.6.5.5. Some questions need to be asked of those who feel baptism or repentance (if one is already a Christian) makes an adulterous marriage holy

2.6.5.5.1. Could a polygamist continue with five wives after baptism or repentance with God’s approval

2.6.5.5.2. Could an idolater continue in idolatry after baptism or repentance with God’s approval

2.6.5.5.3. Could homosexuals continue in “marriage” after baptism or repentance with God’s approval?

2.6.5.6. Can anyone honestly suggest that baptism or prayer (if already a Christian) sanctions as holy that which prior to baptism or prayer was unholy?  Can anyone name one thing that is sinful before baptism, but which after baptism is not sinful?

2.6.5.7. Baptism or prayer is not some kind of magic that performs marriage ceremonies for adulterers.

2.6.6. Even true repentance requires us to suffer the earthly consequences of our sin, but it brings us back into the right state with God.
2.6.6.1. Jail time, celibacy

2.6.6.2. We still have to abide God’s commands

2.6.7. We must answer the question “Why are we here?  Earthly satisfaction and happiness or to live a Christ centered life so that I can reach heaven.”

2.7. Conclusion
2.7.1. God doesn't want anyone to be lost.

2.7.1.1. "For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:3-4). 

2.7.1.2. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 

2.7.1.3. No one will be able to point an accusing finger at God, Christ or the Holy Spirit at the Day of Judgment and say you didn't care or that you didn't provide a way for me to escape hell! 

2.7.2. Not only does the love (John 3:16), mercy (Ephesians 2:4), goodness (Romans 2:4), and grace of God (Ephesians 2:8-9) call all to repentance, but God's severity as well! 

2.7.2.1. The Hebrew writer informs us: "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" (Hebrews 10:31). 

2.7.2.2. To the Thessalonians Paul wrote: "And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power" (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).

2.7.3. Yes, there is an everlasting hell awaiting those who have not obeyed the gospel, and those members of the church who have Fallen away. Beloved, when one considers how horrible hell is--a lake of fire and brimstone (Revelation 20:10), a place of outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 25:30), where ungodly people will be (Galatians 5:19-21; Revelation 21:8), and where one will be forever separated from God (Isaiah 59:1-2; Luke 16:26), surely that will motivate him to repent!
2.7.4. The command of repentance is aimed directly at the will of man, and herein lies the difficulty.  It is hard to get man to give up sin, as "self" is the hardest man in the world to crucify (cf. Matt. 19:16-22; Acts 8:13ff; 17:32-34).  Very few can say with Paul, "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me: and that life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me" (Gal. 2:20).
2.7.5. Our Lord Himself taught that we must "deny" self.  "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross ..." (Matt. 16:24)
2.7.6. The Lord knew man (cf. John 2:24-25) and knew that he was quick to justify self and avoid guilt.  Man must get rid of self.  He must crucify self, as "no man can serve two masters" (cf. Matt. 6:24).  If self is enthroned, then Christ is dethroned!  Indeed, the command to repent, when fully obeyed, dethrones self and enthrones Christ as his ruler.  This is a real challenge to self.

3. Baptism
3.1. The design of water baptism in the New Testament is unquestionably to allow for the sinner’s sins to be removed by the blood of Jesus. This purpose is variously described as “to be saved” (Mark 16:16), “for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38), to “put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27), to “enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5), to “wash away your sins” (Acts 22:16), to place one “into one body” (1 Corinthians 12:13) and “into Christ” (Romans 6:3). These are parallel expressions that identify the same design.
3.2. In an effort to avoid the clear introduction of such verses, some theologians have invented the concept that water baptism is a post-salvation action that follows the forgiveness of sins. 
3.2.1. Christendom, almost in its entirety, insists that remission of sin is imparted to the sinner at the very moment the sinner “believes” (i.e., accepts Jesus as personal Savior). This reception of Christ is an internal, mostly intellectual/mental decision in which the individual makes a genuine commitment to receive Jesus as Lord.
3.2.2. In his book How to be Born Again, Billy Graham expressed the viewpoint espoused by the bulk of Christendom: “All you have to do to be born again is to repent of your sins and believe in the Lord Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior” (1977, p. 156). He stated further: “Faith is trust, an act of commitment, in which I open the door of my heart to Him” (p. 160); “It means a single, individual relinquishment of mind and heart toward the one person, Jesus Christ” (p. 161); “Conversion occurs when we repent and place our faith in Christ” (p. 162). Near the close of his book, Graham summarized the prevailing view of when forgiveness occurs:
3.2.2.1. Make it happen now... If you are willing to repent for your sins and to receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you can do it now. At this moment you can either bow your head or get on your knees and say this little prayer which I have used with thousands of persons on every continent: O God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for my sins. I am willing to turn from my sins. I openly receive and acknowledge Jesus Christ as my Savior. I confess Him as Lord. From this moment on I want to live for Him and serve Him. In Jesus’ name. Amen... If you are willing to make this decision and have received Jesus Christ as your own Lord and Savior, then you have become a child of God in whom Jesus Christ dwells... You are born again
3.2.2.2. Mr. Graham leaves no doubt as to his view of when forgiveness of sins occurs, and that it occurs before and without water baptism.
3.2.3. Max Lucado, expressed the same viewpoint in his book, He did This Just for You:
3.2.3.1. He states: Would you let him save you? This is the most important decision you will ever make. Why don’t you give your heart to him right now? Admit your need. Agree with his work. Accept his gift. Go to God in prayer and tell him, I am a sinner in need of grace. I believe that Jesus died for me on the cross. I accept your offer of salvation. It’s a simply prayer with eternal results
3.2.3.2. Lucado then followed this statement with a “response page” that provided the reader with the opportunity to make the decision that he (Lucado) has just advocated. The page, titled “Your Response,” includes the statement, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God. I want him to be the Lord of my life,” and is followed by two blank lines, one for the reader to sign his or her name, and the other to record the date
3.3. Most within Christendom believe that salvation occurs prior to water baptism. 
3.3.1. The Protestant world has insisted that water baptism is a secondary and subsequent action to salvation. But if this is the case, what then is the purpose of baptism? 
3.3.2. Various religionists have maintained that it serves as “an outward sign of an inward grace.” That is, since a person already has received the saving grace of God by which sins have been cleansed, baptism serves the purpose of providing an outward demonstration or public declaration that the person has already been saved. 
3.3.3. The claim is that baptism is a symbol—a visible expression of the forgiveness already received at the point of faith.
3.4. The Bible nowhere articulates this unbiblical concept. It is the figment of someone’s vivid imagination that has been taken up and repeated so often that it “sounds biblical,” even when it is not. 
3.4.1. When Ananias prodded Paul to “arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16), he said nothing about an alleged symbolic (versus actual) cleansing or post-forgiveness washing. He uttered not one word that would lead the unbiased reader to even remotely conclude that Paul’s sins were washed away before he was baptized in water.
3.5. Baptism in the New Testament
3.5.1. Matt. 28:18-20 -  “And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, saying, All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world”

3.5.1.1. This is Matthew’s account of the Great Commission. It constitutes the marching order of the Lord’s church from Pentecost until the sound of the trump ends the world. Its phrases are loaded with meaning.

3.5.1.2. Christ says “All authority” hath been given unto him in heaven and on earth.

3.5.1.3. This is a comprehensive statement to denote the full extent of his authority. “All authority” in the Greek text means “the power of rule or government (the power of him whose will and commands must be submitted to by others and obeyed, generally translated authority).” 
3.5.1.4. Christ will reign till he hath put all his enemies under his feet and then turn things back to the Father (I Cor. 15:25-28). All the powers of heaven and earth are in Jesus’ hand to do his bidding without question or pause. The disciples are to realize the power that is behind them as they go forth.
3.5.1.5. This is a marvelously clear and simple statement of the Great Commission. No honest person should have any real problem in understanding that Jesus has here taught that both believing (having faith) and being baptized are necessary to the salvation which is offered to all men through Christ (Matthew 11:28-30; John 3:16).

3.5.2. Acts 2:1-41 shows us that, in obedience to Christ’s instructions given in the Great Commission, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, on the day of Pentecost the apostles preached for the very first time the gospel of Christ as a law in force. 

3.5.2.1. While all of the apostles preached on that first day only the sermon of Peter is recorded in the New Testament.

3.5.2.1.1. In that sermon, Peter gave proof that the Jews (to whom he was speaking) had crucified, not a mere human being that falsely claimed to be the Messiah, but the very Son of God, the Christ.

3.5.2.1.2. In closing what can be termed the evidential part of his sermon, Peter said, in Acts 2:22-23 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death” Continuing on in verse 36, Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.  

3.5.2.1.3. Peter’s sermon convinced the Jews; they came to realize that they were guilty of the terrible sin of crucifying the Christ (Messiah).  Out of that conviction, they said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”

3.5.2.1.4. What were they asking? They were asking to be told what they must do in order to have their sins forgiven. 

3.5.2.1.5. It is clear that, in spite of the fact that, at the time they asked the question, they were already believers in Jesus Christ, they were not yet saved; they were still in their sins! 

3.5.2.2. Men are not saved at the point of faith.  What did Peter tell them to do? 

3.5.2.2.1. Did he say, “Since you are already believers, you have nothing to do, you are already saved”? No.  Both Peter and his audience knew that they (the audience) were not saved. So Peter (guided by the Holy Spirit) told these believers beginning in verse 38, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.  And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation.  Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.”  

3.5.2.3. All should easily understand the meaning of Peter’s reply to their question. He simply tells these lost believers that they must (1) repent and (2) be baptized so that their sins will be forgiven.

3.5.2.4. In spite of the simplicity of Peter’s answer to such a simple question, there are many people now living who reject the truth that penitent believers are to be baptized (immersed in water) in order to be saved by the blood of Christ (Eph. 1:7). But, in order to deny this necessity, they must reject the obvious truth of Acts 2:38.

3.5.3. In Acts 8:26-40, we read how the Spirit of God instructed Philip to approach a non-Christian from Ethiopia, a man of great authority under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. 
3.5.3.1. When Philip came near the Ethiopian eunuch, he sat beside him, and, beginning at Isaiah 53, “preached Jesus to him” (vs. 35). 
3.5.3.2. The very next verse, however, indicates that Philip’s preaching of “Jesus” must have included preaching on the importance of baptism, for the Bible indicates that the eunuch asked, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” (vs. 36). From this one question, we learn that Philip had to have instructed the eunuch previously concerning the necessity of water baptism.
3.5.4. Romans 6:3-7 - Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed from sin.
3.5.4.1. When the believing, penitent non-Christian allows him or herself to be lowered into the watery grave of baptism, a parallel to Christ’s redemptive work is taking place. 
3.5.4.2. Baptism is into Christ’s death because that is where He shed His blood on our behalf. The atoning activity of Christ was achieved in His death, burial, and resurrection. Consequently, the alien sinner taps into that redemptive power in the act of water immersion. 
3.5.4.3. The “newness of life” follows—not precedes—baptism (vs. 6). 
3.5.4.4. The “old man of sin,” the “body of sin,” is eliminated in the waters of baptism. 
3.5.4.4.1. Being immersed in water— “buried in baptism” (vs. 4)—is equivalent to “you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered” (vs. 17). Only then, i.e., in the act of emulating Jesus’ atonement in the waters of baptism, is one “set free from sin” (vs. 18). 
3.5.4.5. To summarize, notice that seven significant achievements occur at the point of water immersion: (1) baptized into Christ; (2) baptized into Christ’s death; (3) newness of life; (4) united in His death; (5) old man/body of sin crucified/done away; (6) no longer slaves of sin; and (7) freed from sin.

3.6. Those who will deny baptism point to scriptures such as 

3.6.1. Eph. 2:8-9 which says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  

3.6.2. Acts 16:31 that states, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”  

3.6.3. I suppose that a person could draw the conclusion that faith is all that is necessary for salvation if all you read is those verses or if that was all the Bible had to say on the subject. But the fact of the matter is that the Bible has much to say on the subject of salvation, and it should be clear that baptism is necessary for salvation as we look at God's plan as it is set forth in the New Testament.  

3.7. More New Testament examples of baptism

3.7.1. Consider the conversion of the apostle Paul (or Saul of tarsus) in Acts 9:1-20. 

3.7.1.1. Paul was baptized (Acts 9:18), like the Philippian Jailer (Acts 16:33), but many people believe that it was only because he was saved already. 

3.7.1.2. The people of the New Testament period would have had little trouble visualizing the full account of Paul's conversion beyond the details given in Acts 9. 

3.7.1.3. If one is saved by faith alone (i.e., he believes on the Lord Jesus Christ and prays to God for the forgiveness of his sins), then we must conclude that all, including the apostle Paul, are saved in this way.

3.7.1.4. But let us look closely at Paul's conversion in all of the accounts. 

3.7.1.4.1. In Acts 9, Paul encountered our risen Lord and was blinded in the process (pretty solid grounds for believing); he went three days without sight and neither ate nor drank (Jesus said Paul was praying during that time, v.11); and then he was visited by Ananias, whom Jesus directed, who restored his sight and who probably was the one to baptize him. 

3.7.1.5. With Acts 9 standing alone, we might conclude that Paul was saved, forgiven of sins, before he was baptized.

3.7.1.6. We can be thankful, though, that additional details of Paul's conversion are given in Acts 22:6-16 which forbid a "faith only" doctrine.  

3.7.1.7. This scripture reads, “Now it happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus at about noon, suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me.  And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?  So I answered, 'Who are You, Lord?' And He said to me, 'I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.  And those who were with me indeed saw the light and were afraid, but they did not hear the voice of Him who spoke to me.  So I said, 'What shall I do, Lord?' And the Lord said to me, 'Arise and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all things which are appointed for you to do.  And since I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of those who were with me, I came into Damascus.  Then a certain Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good testimony with all the Jews who dwelt there, came to me; and he stood and said to me, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight.' And at that same hour I looked up at him.  Then he said, 'The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should know His will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth.  For you will be His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard.  And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”

3.7.1.8. Did Ananias, who was sent by the Lord, misunderstand God's plan of salvation? I think not! If Paul was saved, forgiven of his sins, when he believed in Jesus (and there is no doubt in my mind that he believed), then why did he need to have his sins washed away?

3.7.1.9. 1 Peter 3:21 says "baptism now saves you--not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience--through the resurrection of Jesus Christ."

3.7.1.10. Salvation is dependent upon and accomplished by means of the atoning work of Jesus Christ on the cross: His death, burial, and resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Likewise, immersion must be preceded by faith, repentance, and confession of the deity of Christ. 

3.7.1.11. Baptism is the way prescribed by the Lord to rid ourselves of those past sins

3.7.2. John 3:3-7 - Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?"  Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'  
3.7.2.1. There is no doubt that Jesus and His apostles taught the essentiality of being immersed in water for salvation. 

3.7.2.2. After Jesus commissioned His apostles to “go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature,” He stated that “he who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:15-16; cf. Matthew 28:19). 

3.7.2.3. The Jews who had murdered Christ, and to whom Peter spoke on the day of Pentecost when he ushered in the Christian age, were told: “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). Before becoming a Christian, Saul of Tarsus was commanded to “arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). 

3.7.2.4. The biblical solution to the problem of soul-damning sin is that the person who has heard the Gospel, who has believed its message, who has repented of past sins, and who has confessed Christ as Lord must then—in order to receive remission (forgiveness) of sins—be baptized.

3.8. Conclusion
3.8.1. One reason why some religious people do not feel that baptism in water is a prerequisite for salvation is because “it doesn’t make any sense.” Why would God demand that a sinner be immersed in water in order to receive the abundant amount of heavenly blessings found “in Christ” 

3.8.2. Regardless of whether God’s instructions seem sensible to us or not, God expects His orders to be obeyed. 

3.8.3. Today, if a sinner wants to receive “the victory through…Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57), the Scriptures are clear:

3.8.3.1. In addition to confessing faith in Christ and repenting of his sins (John 8:24; Romans 10:9-10; Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38), he must be baptized (Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21). 

3.8.3.2. For people to reject the command to be immersed in water simply because they feel that baptism and eternal salvation are totally unrelated, is as wrong as it would have been for Moses, the Israelites, and Naaman to reject God’s commands years ago (cf. Isaiah 55:8-9).

3.8.4. Contrary to the belief of some, a person who desires to become a Christian does not have to know the whole Bible thoroughly before he takes action. Nor is there a need to have every question imaginable answered. The Ethiopian eunuch heard one Christ-centered lesson from Philip before asking, “What hinders me from being baptized”

3.8.5. The three thousand on Pentecost heard only one Gospel sermon before accepting the grace of God and obeying the plan of salvation (Acts 2:41). They did not wait around for years, thinking they were not knowledgeable enough to be followers of Christ. Rather, they were convinced of their sins (Acts 2:37), heard the Gospel, believed it, and obeyed it

3.8.5.1. Baptism is only a part, though a necessary part, of our submission to God's way of salvation. We NEVER earn or merit that salvation; it is BY GOD'S GRACE that we are saved (we do not deserve it, but He offers it to us) THROUGH FAITH (God says, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins," Acts 2:38; we believe it; we do it; and then GOD saves us BY HIS GRACE through the precious shed blood of His son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ).
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