Faith for Life

Lesson 8 – Worship in the church
1. The Bible speaks of ignorant worship (Acts 17:23), vain worship (Mark 7:7), creature worship (Romans 1:25) and other types of false worship.  
1.1. When men choose through various innovations or tactics to sensationalize the worship in order to appeal to the participants' emotions, does this not make "emotionalism" the object of worship? 
1.2. When man moves away from the authorized pattern by changing the acts of worship to bring about these "feelings", does he not violate the command to worship as Jesus said in John 4:24?

2. God has always defined what constitutes acceptable worship; this has not been left to man’s discretion.  Man apart from God (and thus apart from His Divine revelation) has always been perverted.  
2.1. Human reason has always produced perverted religions and perverted worship.  Those who professed/profess to be people of God have been united only when they adhered strictly to His Divine pattern in thought, words, teaching, and practice.  The fruits of departure from God’s pattern have inevitably been division-sectarianism, denominationalism. 
3. We must worship in truth.   We are not permitted to do anything we wish and call it worship unto God.  That has been true from the beginning as seen in Gen. 4:2-5 with the sacrifices of Cain and Abel.  
3.1. Jesus shows us in John 17:17, as he is praying to God, that God’s word is the truth.  How would one transgress the truth in regards to worship?  By adding to or subtracting from what God has prescribed in the New Testament

4. We see that the church of the first century engaged in several devotional acts in the Lord’s Day assemblies. The Lord’s supper was observed (Acts 20:7), prayers were uttered (1 Cor. 14:15, 16), the church sang songs to the glory of God (Eph. 5:19), and a contribution was taken (1 Cor. 16:2). Also, teaching was done, which included reading the Scriptures (Col. 4:16), and the proclamation of the Word (Acts 20:7). 

5. We will now give consideration to the divine pattern that is to regulate worship. We must remind ourselves, that our worship, in order to be acceptable, must be authorized. We must not do that which we have not been authorized to do (cf. Lev. 10:1, NIV); we must not “go beyond that which has been written” (1 Cor. 4:6); we must abide within the doctrine of Christ (2 Jn. 9).

6. Singing 

6.1. Thirteen New Testament passages deal with singing.    

6.2. Of those, five passages relate to how we are to worship in song

6.2.1. In the first two passages, I Cor. 14:15, 26, Paul corrects worship abuse at Corinth.  Two points stand out in these passages – both spirit and mind are involved in worship in song, and everyone should understand and benefit from the songs in the assembly. 

6.2.2. The third passage, Eph. 5:18-19, contrasts the irrational worship of one drunk with wine, with Christian worship in song.  Singing is edification.  It involves “speaking to one another.”  Singing is heartfelt praise to the Lord.

6.2.3. The fourth passage, Col. 3:16, discusses the attributes a Christian should put on as a new self.  One attribute is gratitude to God.  The passage also shows that singing can help us teach and admonish each other.  It further shows that singing arises from a thankful heart.

6.2.4. A fifth passage, James 5:13, is brief and expresses that singing praises is the natural expression of a cheerful heart.

6.2.5. Note from these passages that singing was done as personal praise to express joy, as edification to one another and as praise to the Lord

6.3. No New Testament scripture authorizes anything other than singing.  Not choirs, praise teams, humming, or instruments.  

6.3.1. We each are to sing from our heart, speak to another in songs and hymns.  Through this act alone we can express joy, glorify God, focus our mind on the sacrifice made for us, teach and even admonish those who hear.  Everyone is to sing not just a group of people.  

6.3.2. Those who try to justify instrumental music, praise teams, clapping, etc, use the excuse “that it sounds so much better.”  To who?  Humans?  

6.3.2.1. Does God judge our singing the same as humans do?  We are not worshipping to please humans; we are worshipping to please God!  

6.3.2.2. The scriptures say that scriptural singing comes from each of our hearts to the Lord!

6.4. Consider all the passages dealing with our music.

6.4.1. Acts 16:25 - “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.”

6.4.2. Rom. 15:9 - “And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name.”

6.4.3. 1 Cor. 14:15 - “What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.”

6.4.4. Eph 5:19 - “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;”

6.4.4.1. Talking to yourselves psalms and hymns and songs spiritual singing and stroking in the heart of you to the Master
6.4.5. Col. 3:16 - “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”

6.4.5.1. The saying of the anointed let him be inswelling in you richly in every wisdom teaching and admonishing yourselves to psalms and hymns and songs spiritual in grace singing in the heart of you.

6.4.6. Heb. 2:12 - “Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.”

6.4.6.1. Saying I shall be from messaging the name of you to the brothers of me in midst of out called I shall be hymningyou
6.4.7. Jam. 5:13 - “Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.”

6.4.8. Heb. 13:15-16 - “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”

6.5. Music and its subcategories.

6.5.1. There are two subcategories.

6.5.1.1. Vocal

6.5.1.1.1. Communicable (a message)

6.5.1.1.1.1. A foreign Language.

6.5.1.1.1.2. One’s mother tongue.

6.5.1.1.2. Non-Communicable

6.5.1.1.2.1. Making sounds with our voice but those sounds not communicating a message. 

6.5.1.1.2.2. Humming, whistling, making our voice sound like instruments of music, long sustained “Ah’s” or “Oh’s,” etc.

6.5.1.2. Non-Vocal

6.5.1.2.1. Mechanical (instrumental).

6.5.1.2.1.1. Brass (trumpets, trombones, tubas, etc.).

6.5.1.2.1.2. Woodwinds (clarinets, oboes, flutes, etc.).

6.5.1.2.1.3. Percussion (bass drum, snare drum, castanets, timpani, etc.).

6.5.1.2.1.4. Strings (violin, viola, cello, bass, etc.).

6.5.1.2.1.5. Electronic Synthesizers (electric piano, organ, etc.).

6.5.1.2.2. Non-mechanical (instrumental).

6.5.1.2.2.1. Sounds that are humanly produced.

6.5.1.2.2.2. Snapping fingers, stomping feet, hand boning, clapping hands, etc.

6.5.2. What God did authorize (considering the above).

6.5.2.1. He did not simply state to make music (if He had then anything would be permissible).

6.5.2.2. God did not simply state to use vocal music (which would authorize any type of vocal music).

6.5.2.3. The only thing God authorized is singing (which is communicable vocal music) whether in our native tongue or in a foreign language.

6.5.2.4. Nothing else is authorized.

6.5.3. Instrumental music (mechanical or human—non-mechanical) is sinful.

6.5.4. Non-communicable vocal music is sinful.

7. Praying
7.1. Scripture mentions many teaching and examples of prayer, the expression of deep feelings to God.

7.1.1. Prayers can be a petition for one’s needs and desires.  It can be for wisdom to know how to respond to life’s situations (James 1:5).  It can be for rulers and those in authority.  It can be for blessings for beloved.  It can even be for enemies (Matt. 5:44).  Paul encouraged Christians to pray for everyone (1 Tim. 2:1-8).

7.1.2. All divinity is involved in prayer.  We address prayers to God the father in the name of Jesus (Matt. 6:9; John 14:13-14).  The Holy Spirit helps when we do not know how to pray as we ought (Rom. 8:26).

7.1.3. We offer prayers in the name of Jesus Christ.  He is the one who became flesh and dwelt among men.  He understands our plight, our temptations, our suffering and our fear of death.  He sits on the right hand of God and is able to mediate for us (Heb. 4:15-16).

7.2. Prayer is an expression of our heart

7.2.1. Hannah in 1 Samuel 1:10, 13 prayed to the Lord and “spoke in her heart”

7.2.2. Paul, when he interceded for Israel in Rom. 10:1, expressed his heart’s desire and prayer to God

7.2.3. Our Lord alerts us to the kind of heart we should take to the throne of God’s grace

7.2.3.1. Matthew 6:9-13 - In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.  Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
7.3. We should pray with the heart of a child

7.3.1. Our Father in heaven…God is called father 42 times in the book of Matthew, 17 times in the Sermon on Mount alone
7.3.2. He is God and Father of all – Ephesians 4:6
7.3.3. He is our spiritual father – John 1:12
7.4. For whom and what should we pray?

7.4.1. Have you ever studied the psalms and paid particular attention to the prayer life of David?

7.4.1.1. Psalms 34 – When David was afraid, he prayed

7.4.1.2. Psalms 51 – When David was ashamed of his past, he prayed

7.4.1.3. Psalms 54 – When David was afflicted by the unique pangs of betrayal, he prayed

7.4.1.4. These and others prove that we can talk to God about anything as long as our heart is right.

7.4.2. We should pray for the forgiveness of God

7.5. We should pray with the heart of a sinner

7.5.1. We should pray about the sins we have already committed, confess them and invoke the grace of God’s forgiveness

7.5.1.1. 1 John 1:7, 9 – But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin…If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness
7.5.1.2. James 5:16 - Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much
7.5.1.3. We should pray about the sins we might commit.  Satan is the master at using our own desires against us so we need to ask God to “fortify” us, by his word, against temptations that might lead us to sin

7.5.2. Those who are the closest to us; our families

7.5.2.1. We would live for God

7.5.3. We should pray for the people of God

7.5.3.1. The kingdom mentioned in Matthew 6 is the Lord’s church, a group of people we should have very strong, loving feelings for individually and as whole. (1 Pet. 1:22; 2:17)

7.5.3.2. If we want to follow the lead of Christ and Paul we should put the church ahead of our own personal desires.

7.5.3.3. Pray for our brotherhood and this congregation of which you are apart

7.5.3.4. Pray for our growth, numerically but more important spiritually, and for the good influence we can have.

7.5.3.5. Pray for the individual Christians of this body, especially those who weigh heavily on your heart  
7.5.3.5.1. The apostle Paul wrote Timothy saying, "I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men" (I Tim. 2:1). Christians interceding in prayer for other people is one of the most splendid of all the spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.

7.5.4. We should pray for the spiritual leaders of this body, but also across the brotherhood.

7.5.4.1. Leadership is difficult

7.5.4.2. Elders feed, admonish, convict, and shepherd as they labor and take care of the church.

7.5.5. They need to be encouraged to stay strong, have courage and continue to grow as they serve God.
8. Lord’s Supper
8.1. Jesus instituted it just prior to His crucifixion.

8.1.1. Mat. 26:26-29 - “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 27And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
8.2. Summary of it.

8.2.1. He took the unleaven bread and blessed it (gave thanks for it), break it, gave it to the apostles to eat.

8.2.2. He took the cup (metonymy for the contents of the cup which is the fruit of the vine), blessed it (gave thanks for it), gave it to the apostles to drink.

8.2.3. The unleaven bread and fruit of the vine represented His body and blood.

8.3. Purpose of the Supper.

8.3.1. Done in the remembrance of Christ.

8.3.1.1. Luke 22:19 - “And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.”

8.3.2. It is a memorial done to remember the body and blood of Jesus (not his burial and resurrection).

8.3.3. To have communion (participation, fellowship, or sharing):

8.3.3.1. With the Father, and Son

8.3.3.1.1. 1 Cor. 10:16 - “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?”

8.3.3.2. With each other

8.3.3.2.1. 1 Cor. 10:17 - “For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.”

8.3.3.3. To remember his death
8.3.3.3.1. Matt. 27:26, 29, 45-50 - READ
8.4. The manner of partaking.

8.4.1. 1 Cor. 11:27-29 - “Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.”

8.4.1.1. To eat or drink in an unworthy manner is to come to the Lord’s Supper in a careless, irreverent spirit, without the intention or desire to commemorate the death of Christ as the sacrifice for our sins.

8.4.1.2. Anyone who comes to partake of the Lord’s Supper and not does not remember the Lord’s crucified body and shed blood, and does not strive to walk worthy of his goodness and love, as shown in his suffering and death, partakes unto condemnation rather than justification.
8.5. There are those who feel we can partake on another day than Sunday
8.5.1. When we partake.

8.5.1.1. Acts 2:42 - “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”

8.5.1.2. 1 Cor. 11:26 - “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.”

8.5.1.3. In connection with the contribution; it was upon the first day of the every week.

8.5.1.4. Thus, the Lord’s Supper was to be upon the first day of every week.

8.5.1.5. Paul was intent on being in Jerusalem by Pentecost; 
8.5.1.5.1. Acts 20:6-7 - “And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days. And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.
8.5.1.5.2. He arrives in Troas on Monday and delays his journey for 7 days.

8.5.1.5.3. The purpose is to partake of the Communion with these brethren.

8.5.1.5.4. Paul knew that the only day the disciples would be partaking of the Supper would be Sunday (the first day of the week).

8.5.1.5.5. After partaking of the communion with them, he immediately departed, continuing his journey.

8.5.1.5.6. If they had partaken of the Supper on any other day, Paul would not have had to wait 7 days.

8.6. We can only do what the Bible authorizes
8.6.1. Col. 3:17 - “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”

8.7. Thus, Sunday (the first day of the week) is the only day we may partake of the Supper.  

9. Contribution
9.1. God has instructed man to give to the work of the church.

9.1.1. 1 Cor. 16:1-2 - “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.  Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.”  

9.1.1.1. This is a command for all churches everywhere.

9.2. What is to be done.

9.2.1. The church is to take up a collection to put into the common treasury.

9.2.2. It is to be done on the first day of the week—Sunday.

9.3. Principles from 2 Cor. 8-9

9.3.1. Give according as God has blessed us

9.3.2. Give with a willing mind

9.3.3. Give liberally

9.3.4. Give bountifully

9.3.5. Give cheerfully

9.3.6. Give sacrificially

9.3.7. Give as we have purposed

9.3.8. Not sparingly

9.3.9. Not grudgingly

9.3.10. Illustration of the Macedonians

9.3.10.1. 2 Cor. 8:1-5 - Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.  For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing, imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.  And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.
9.3.10.2. They were in deep poverty, but gave liberally.

9.3.10.3. They went beyond their power.

9.3.10.4. They viewed giving as an opportunity, not an imposition.

9.3.10.5. They entreated Paul to accept their gift.

9.3.10.6. They first gave themselves to God

9.3.10.7. Mat. 6:21 - “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

10. Preaching 

10.1. We are instructed how to teach and preach:

10.1.1. Titus 2:1 - But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine
10.1.2. 1 Peter 4:11 - If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever
10.1.3. Some 30 years ago, some in the church felt we spent too much time on the “basics” if you will, that we needed to move on to more advanced subject matter.  This cry and the fallout from it have led to simplistic sermons, with little or no scriptural content, being preached.  Lessons more socially centered than God centered; sermons designed to sooth egos and entertain, and even the abandonment of an invitation to come to Christ at the end of the lesson.  This explains why so many have grown up in the church not learning the most fundamental doctrine of faith.

10.1.4. It is not for me to stand here and tickle ones ear or make them feel good about the life they lead if it is sinful.

10.1.5. Preaching is to teach others what the truth is so they can then make up their own mind whether they love God enough to be obedient to his will.

10.1.5.1. Take the example of Peter on the day of Pentecost.  Preaching to those who he had in recent days feared, hid from and even denied the Lord Jesus Christ to.  How does he address them on this day?

10.1.5.2. Acts 2:22-23 - Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know--"Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death…..he then tells them to repent and be baptized for the remission of their sins

10.1.6. The explicit responsibility to “speak as the oracles of God” in order to “adorn the sound doctrine of the word of the Lord” is made abundantly clear by those holy verses.

10.1.7. There are some that will ask, “Why does it make so much difference about sound doctrine?”

10.2. Sound doctrine is truth

10.2.1. Christ said, in John 8:31-32, If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

10.2.2. The Truth proclaimed by the apostles was first oral and then written.  Both had the same authority

10.2.3. Not only is it by Truth we are set free, but also it is by Truth that we remain free. 

10.2.3.1. We must continue in the gospel in order to go to heaven. "If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister" (Col. 1:23).

10.2.4. Paul, in 2 Thes. 2:15 says: Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle
10.2.5. Paul also wrote, when dealing with the origin of the scriptures, in Gal. 1:11-12: But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel, which was preached by me, is not according to man.  For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ
10.2.6. The New Testament indicates that the church would be bound by the written word

10.3. The writers of the New Testament books drew a contrast between the doctrine of Christ and the doctrines of men.  

10.3.1. The doctrine of Christ is described as being the “good doctrine”.  

10.3.1.1. Paul wrote Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:6: “If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed.”  

10.3.2. The doctrine of Christ is also described as being “the doctrine according to godliness.”  

10.3.2.1. Paul also wrote in 1 Tim. 6:3: “If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself.”  

10.3.2.2. The doctrine of Christ is further described as sound doctrine.  

10.3.3. Where the doctrine of Christ is genuinely and favorably described in the New Testament, the doctrines of men are specifically condemned.

10.3.3.1. The words of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ give warning of false teachers who would lead the flock of God astray.  "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them" (Matt. 7:15-20).

10.3.3.2. He revealed their identifying mark -- we will be able to know they are false teachers by their fruit (teaching, doctrine). Jesus also warned, "And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many...For there shall arise false Christ’s, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect" (Matt. 24:11,24).  

10.3.3.3. The inspired Peter predicted, "But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction." The sad result of their false teaching is that "many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of" (2 Peter 2:1-2).

10.3.3.4. Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 1:10 of how that murderers, fornicators, sodomites, kidnappers, liars, perjurers are “contrary to the sound doctrine”.

10.3.4. Sound doctrine is essential to our salvation

10.3.4.1. Romans 1:16, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
10.3.5. What about speaking in tongues?

10.3.5.1. Does 1 Corinthians 14:2 indicate that speaking in tongues was a mysterious, spiritual utterance, known only to God, rather than a human language?
10.3.5.2. The term “unknown” is not in the original text. It was added by the King James translators. It is unwarranted and unnecessary.  

10.3.5.3. Scriptures do not support tongues being defined as gibberish or some unintelligent garbled sound that cannot be understood. 

10.3.5.4. The tongue that is spoken of is a language, a foreign language, not a garbled sound that is not known. There were gathered in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost people from about 16 different nations, who spoke over ten different languages. During this period in history the world spoke mostly Greek, however, you will notice in Acts 2:11, that the people heard the apostles speaking in their own language. As the result of the people hearing in their own language, they people were amazed and perplexed.  

10.3.5.5. In the records in 1 Corinthians, the obvious giving of languages (tongues) was a working of the Holy Spirit in the same sense that workings of miracles, prophecies, discerning of spirits and the interpretation of tongues. 

10.3.5.6. Paul, the author of 1 Corinthians, says that the greater gift, rather than speaking in tongues, is love. He also says that this gift of speaking in tongues (languages) is to be in an orderly fashion, and only then if there is someone there to interpret. Also he says that the speaking in tongues is a sign to those who are unbelievers. 
10.3.5.7. 1 Corinthians 13:8, Paul says that prophecies and speaking in tongues will cease and love will remain. 

10.4. We must be ready to accept God’s word!!!!!

Conclusion: God has granted unto us a wonderful opportunity and privilege to worship the God of the universe. However, to worship God acceptably we must follow the pattern God established and do those things with the proper attitude of heart.  May we ever set our mind to worship God in spirit and in truth.

Additional thoughts
When was the last time you were challenged from the pulpit?  When was the last time you heard a gospel sermon that caused you to seriously consider the condition of your soul and cause you to make a change in your life?  Sadly, this is happening less and less in the Lord's church.  We have too many people walking out of services "aglow" because the preacher has determined to gloss over the plain, simple and powerful gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ or, worse, they are too lazy to put in the effort to work up a sermon which would reach the heart of the listeners.  That leads me to two simple questions; 1) what is their problem and 2) why do we let them get by with it?

The scriptures are very plain about what is to be preached.  Paul writes in Romans 1:16-17, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  For therein is revealed a righteousness of God from faith unto faith: as it is written, But the righteous shall live by faith."

The Gospel is defined as good news or good tidings and it originated because of God’s divine love; John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.   

The reason for preaching the Gospel is also provided to us.  Hebrews 4:12 states, "For the word of God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart."  The Gospel, when the whole counsel of God is preached, is able to bring a person to the understanding that their life needs correction in order to be reconciled to God.  When preachers neglect the role they have been given, they are in rebellion to the clear directive from God.

The gospel is God’s power to save the believer, not some gimmick filled or story laden "talk" that many "preachers" seem to believe fulfills the responsibilities they are clearly given in the scriptures.  

Since the gospel is God’s power to save the believer, then it follows that there is no power to save the unbeliever apart from the gospel.  In the gospel of John, we are told, "He that believeth on him is not judged: he that believeth not hath been judged already, because he hath not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God" (John 3:18).

Belief = active faith = obedience 

Unless the unbeliever turns from their unbelief to belief of the gospel, they are lost.  We preach the truth, the gospel, and the doctrine of Christ, to the unbeliever that they may have the opportunity of believing and obeying the gospel.

The scriptures teach that no one can be saved without the gospel.  Mankind needs to be saved.  God uses the gospel to save mankind by revealing righteousness based on saving faith in Jesus Christ.

Preachers need to remember that the power is in the message rather than the messenger.  Since the gospel is God’s power to save, one who refuses to preach the gospel, or preaches it with great carelessness,  places himself outside the reach of even God’s help.

In rejecting that which is God’s appointed means of saving mankind, one does not merely make a show of carelessness or indifference — he defies God.
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